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WELCOME BACK MARNHULL!

Well who would have thought we'd be back in lockdown. I hope you're all 
ok and have managed to get some kind of normality in your lives.

We'd just about managed to get back on track and opened the new office, 
then two days later lockdown number 2.0 was announced - sometimes I 
think we can't win.

NO DECEMBER DEADLINE

Just a reminder that this is your double issue and so there is no deadline 
in December.

We'll be back with another double issue at the end of January with fresh 
refreshed adverts from local businesses new & old.

2021 ADVERTISING

Rosie has started contacting current advertisers to book next years 
advertising. If you would like to advertise your local business, or 
organisation, please contact her as soon as possible to allow plenty of 
time to organise artwork. Hurry to avoid dissappointment as spaces are 
limited and places have sold out the last few years.

NEW PAPER TRIAL

Thanks for all your feedback on the new paper. It seems like it was well 
received.

NEW EDITOR STILL REQUIRED

A new Editor is still being looked for, but for the time-being I'm delighted 
to continue... just with the help of some of my lovely team at Dorset Tech.

Stay safe Marnhull - looking forward to seeing you all soon

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE

MID-DAY 14th JANUARY 
E-mail all texts, announcements and other requests to:

editor@marnhullmessenger.org.uk

MARNHULL MESSENGER CONTACT DETAILS

MARNHULL MESSENGER WEBSITE

WHO DO I CONTACT?
Any amendments or proposals for new pages in the messenger web site 
should be made to:

Chris Ryu   Email: editor@marnhullmessenger.org.uk 

Rosalind Eveleigh   Email: rseveleigh@icloud.com

MARNHULL MESSENGER DELIVERIES

It takes about 40 people, all of whom are volunteers, to collate and deliver 
The Marnhull Messenger to every home and business in the village.  We are 
extremely grateful to this dedicated team, without whom the magazine 
simply would not flourish.  

Whilst we always aim to deliver the magazine by the 1st of the month, 
from time to time illness, family commitments and a myriad of other 
personal issues can sometimes get in the way, resulting in the occasional 
late delivery.  Recently, there have been a few complaints from villagers, 
because they felt their copy of The Marnhull Messenger was delivered 
late.

It might be worth pointing out that if it is essential to you to receive the 
Marnhull Messenger by a particular date and it hasn’t arrived, then the 
Church, the two pubs and all the businesses in the village have spare 
copies available. 

Ian Gall – Chairman, The Marnhull Messenger Steering Group. 

SUBMIT YOUR EVENTS INTO 
A LIVE CALENDAR 
On the messenger website and they’ll be added to 
the printed one when it returns in the near future

www.marnhullmessenger.org.uk

https://dorset.tech
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STURMINSTER NEWTON MEDICAL CENTRE

Key Messages from the Practice - 
• The Practice is open, just working differently to keep 

patients and staff safe.Please continue to attend any 
face to face appointments that you have already made.  

• GP and Nurse Practitioner / Paramedic Practitioner appointments 
will still all be via telephone or video consultation, they will then  
decide if you need to come into the Practice. Contact is via  
telephone or eConsult on the Practice website. Please do 
not just turn up at the surgeries without an appointment.  

• All clinicians seeing patients face to face will be wearing protective 
equipment and all patients attending the surgery should wear a 
face covering, wash their hands and wherever possible maintain 
a 2 metre distance. If a clinician needs to examine you they will 
do so with full PPE on and will disinfect the room once you leave. 
 

• Patients who are experiencing Covid 19 symptoms and who 
need to be assessed face to face, will be asked to attend our Hot 
Site at Marnhull. We have a separate section of the building that 
is Covid secure with two suitable rooms for managing patients.  

• If you are asked to attend Marnhull surgery and you have Covid 
19 symptoms, please wait in your car until we call you to let 
you in. We need to keep to one patient with symptoms at a time.  
This allows clinicians to ensure that they have the correct  
equipment on and for cleaning and 
disinfecting the rooms when finished.  

• At present we are still able to see patients for routine 
appointments at Marnhull but this may change if the numbers 
of people testing positive for Covid 19 continue to grow.  

• It is really important to stress that the Practice is unable to arrange a 
test for Covid 19. If you need to access a test, then please call 119 or 
go to https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test

The Practice thanks everyone for your ongoing support and they will 
endeavour to do all they can to keep our patients, our community and our 
staff as safe as possible. Keep safe.

We have had cake and tea or coffee again and there are lots of people who 
are finding reason to pop into the hub once again. 

If there are too many people in the future then some will need to go out to 
our covered area which has heaters for when it gets a bit colder. So come 
with your warm coats! 

RE-USE AND REPAIR
We have a new aspect to The Repair Cafe: knife and flat blade tool 
sharpening. This has been incredibly popular already. A great way to 
extend the life of your tools. 

The Repair Cafe should continue as it did through the first lockdown but 
not in the hub. If we are still in lockdown in December please call Sioban 
on 820853 and I will put you in touch with the relevant repair person. 

Due to the present situation any repairs may take a little longer.  
However if you are available to join our happy team of repairers, 
particularly if you have electronic repair skills, please get in touch - 
sioban@marnhullhub.org.uk

Also don't forget our wonderful clock and watch repairer Simon. He also 
has clocks to sell at amazing rates between £20-40; All we ask is that you 
add something as a donation to the hub. 

There are watches too - you can see all these in the window of the hub 
these range from £5-10. A perfect Christmas present! Contact Sioban if 
you can't get to the hub in 
december. 

Don't forget to bring in bikes for service and repair. Our resident bike 
expert Chris is more than happy to get your bike ready for use in the 
spring (or over winter for you tough ones!).

RECYCLING

We have some supplies left of laundry liquid and washing-up liquid. 
Contact Celia (01258) 268714 if you would like to pick some up. 

Recycling will now be on Saturdays from 10-12, or 2nd and 4th Wednesday 
mornings. 

Remeber that we can take things that the council can't:
- Crisp packets, including multipack wrappers
- Pringles tubes (but only this brand, please)
- Confectionery wrappers (sweets, chocolate,etc)
- Snack packets
- Peanut, pretzel & popcorn packaging
- Biscuit, cracker & cake bar wrappers
- Bread bags (stretchy plastic only)
- Toothpaste tubes, toothbrushes & plastic packaging
- Baby food pouches & baby snack packaging
- Pet food pouches (clean and dry, please) and dry pet food & treat 
  packaging
- Dishwasher tablet & salt packaging, and dishwasher cleaner & freshener             
  outer packaging
- Cleaning wipe packaging (but not baby wipes - sorry)
- Laundry tablet packaging & tinted fabric conditioner bottles 
- Plastic air freshener containers & cartridge caps 
- Writing instruments 
- Tassimo and L'or coffee packaging; and 
- Some personal care and beauty packaging
Keep an eye on The Hub website, www.marnhullhub@org.uk, The Hub's 
facebook page and The Hub noticeboard and window for updates. 

THE MARNHULL HUB

CONTINUED PAGE RIGHT CONTINUED PAGE RIGHT >>>>

COVID-19
 We have been closed during November 

as part of the government lockdown. 
Hopefully we will reopen Saturday 5 
December 10-12. Watch for notices 
round the village, on facebook and at 
www.marnhullhub@org.uk.

CURRENT COVID 
DEVELOPMENTS
We now have a signing-in process for 

visitors, either by using your NHS Test and Trace App or signing our COVID 
book managed by Steve Foot at the door. The other development is that 
we can now take contactless payments too!
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MARNHULL VILLAGE HALL

As you can see work on the Village Hall is now at it's finishing stages, 
mainly decorating and the usual fixtures and fittings to be completed.

With the outside wooden cladding now fitted it really shows off the new 
glazing. Apart from the main hall looking really fantastic with it's new floor 
and redecorating, the new toilets, additional storage areas and the Lobby 
are bright and fresh. 

During these bright Autumn days the roof solar panels are producing 
electricity for the hall. 

So what's left to do; the new curtains and blinds have been ordered and 
should be fitted early December. 
Ouside, the Terrace with balustrade is due to start together with the new 
path. 

The contractors still hope to be finished and out by the middle of 
November, which leaves the Trustees and volunteers to replace all the 
items stored away in various places and to ensure that all the necessary 
Covid Safe aspects are put into place. 

However! Due to the current lockdown this aspect of preparing the Hall 
for us all to get back in will now be put off until after the 3rd December, so 
beacuse of this it has been decided to hold off the reopening until early 
in the New Year. 

We hope, subject to Government Guidelines to hold a walk through in 
mid-December so people can see all the new work which has been 
completed. 

the Fund Raising Group is working on new ideas to start in spring as we 
have things we would like to buy to help with the new look hall, 
Replace Stage Curtains 
Chairs & tables
New front door 

We look forward to seeing you during the 'walk through' in December. 

The Village Hall Trustees.

 

HAVE YOU MOVED HERE SINCE OCTOBER 2019?    

If so, we need to hear from you? 
For a number of years Marnhull Village Care has welcomed new people to the 
village by holding a Social Evening in October. Sadly, as we are all aware this 
year is a bit different however there will be a time when we can again hold 
social events and with that in mind, we would like you to contact us with the 
following information. 

Names of all those in your household 

Address 

Contact telephone number. 

Email address 

So, we can compile an invitation list to this most prestigious event. Please send 
details or contact our Secretary as follows: 

Secretary:  Hilary Parker 01258 821667. 

Email:<hilaryjparker85a@gmail.com> 

 

 

Trevor Vaughan  

Chairman 
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THE HUB'S AUTUMN QUIZ
This was launched in september and is due to back on Saturday 14th 
November. Due to limited access we will now set the end date as 9th 
January 2021. Get your copy from the usual places, The Spar, The Post 
Office and The Hub. 

REFILLING MYRTLE AND MARIGOLD
Now there is a filling station that visits The Hub every 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday 10-12. This refilling station has soaps, shampoos, conditioners, 
household cleaners, laundry liquids etc. The Hub is open on these two 
mornings for our usual teas and coffees and you can also bring your 
recycling. 

DO IT YOURSELF WREATH MAKING KITS
Sue Carter is not able to do her wreath making workshops this year so 
instead she has made up some kits. Contact Sue if you would like one: 
07517 735907 or info@oldchapelflowers.co.uk

TWENTY LIME TREES AND A FENCE
Many thanks to all who have purchased their copy and for the wonderful 
comments that you have made on this delightful record of a year in the 
life in Ashley Farm Lane. This has been so popular it is being reprinted. 
There are still a few left in the post office. 

The booklet costs £5.00, with all proceeds very generously donated to The 
Hub. You can get your copy at the Post Office or Marnhull Stores or buy via 
Paypal: https://www.stephenboypoetry.com/other-writing 
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TTHHEE  BBLLAACCKKMMOORREE  VVAALLEE  IINNNN  

Burton Street, Marnhull 
  

0011225588  882200770011  
  
  

PPrroovviiddiinngg  TTaakkee--AAwwaayy  aanndd  DDeelliivveerryy  MMeeaallss    
  

TTuueessddaayy  ––  SSaattuurrddaayy:: 5 - 8pm 
SSuunnddaayy::  12 – 3pm 

 
 

DDeelliicciioouuss  CCooookkeedd  MMeeaallss  aanndd  BBoottttlleedd  DDrriinnkkss  
FFoorr  DDeelliivveerryy  oorr  TTaakkee  AAwwaayy  

 
Fish and Chip Shop Menu  

Meat or Veggie Lasagne with Garlic Bread 
Mother’s recipe Cottage Pie 

Beef Bourguignon with creamy Mash Potatoes and Peas 
Meat or Veggie Chilli with Rice (Mild) 

Chicken or Veggie Curry with Rice and Poppadums 
Sunday Roast with all the Trimmings 
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

MARNHULL GREEN TEAMS

It was a strange Remembrance Sunday with no parade 
and no Church service but with the Reverend Gaenor 
Hockey’s kind efforts we had a limited service and silence 
around the memorial. Of necessity we had to keep 
attendance down to a minimum, so with wreath layers 
and various representatives there were twenty people 

gathered to hear the bell organised by Keith Woodward ring out to mark 
the day. After some prayers the exhortation was recited and Adrian Stone 
with an extra job this year in the absence of the band played the Last Post, 
this was followed by the silence which was broken by the Reveille and the 
reciting of the Kohima Epitaph. Then wreaths were laid by Marnhull RBL, 
Marnhull Parish Council, The Lions, the Army Cadets and the Girl’s Brigade. 
Some final prayers and then Adrian came to the fore again by playing the 
National Anthem, sadly without the band to drown us out we could hear 
ourselves sing. A thank you also goes to Rob Vitali for filming the event 
and posting it on Facebook. 

The 11th November service at the memorial with everybody masked and 
socially distanced followed the usual format and it was nice to see a small 
contingent from St Gregory’s come and lay their tributes on the memorial. 
Well done to everyone who attended or contributed to making both 
events as good as possible in the circumstances. 

As you are aware it was decided because of Covid and most of our collectors 
being of a vulnerable age not to collect for the Poppy Appeal this year but 
despite this Val Eslick our Poppy Appeal Organiser has banked £1,470, an 
amazing total given the circumstances. Well done Marnhull.

At the moment the Clubhouse is not opening on Fridays. The fish n chip 
van will however still be in the car park dishing out the best takeaway for 
miles around. Tip from me try the veggie burger.

Fingers crossed the Club will be open in December and hopefully for 
Christmas and New Year.

Keep well and stay safe

******************************************
For Branch business contact Jack Whitehead on 01258 820800 

or whiteheadjack51@gmail.com 
For Hall business contact Tony Junge on 01258 820397

WE'RE DREAMING OF A GREEN CHRISTMAS!

Well: Here's hoping. And, as well as a green(er) Christmas, Marnhull Green 
Teams - taking the environment around Marnhull seriously - Are, like 
everyone else, hoping for a better year next year. We're planning already. 
Want to join?

We will be arranging an Eco Trail in the spring. The idea is to have people 
with experience of anything green at venues around a published village 
trail - Their own homes or other village locations - on a specific day or 
days. These volunteers will be available to answer questions and share 
ideas, about solar panels or an electric car, making a meadow or caring for 
trees, the 3 R's (Reducing, Reusing, Recycling) or anything else within their 
experience that helps the environment. 

If you have something to share and would like to volunteer to be on the 
Eco Trail, please get in touch, by email at marnhullgreen@outlook.com 
or by phoning (01258) 268714. You don't have to be an environmental 
expert, just willing to share you experience. And if you'd like to follow the 
trail when it happens, watch the Marnhull Messenger for further details. 

Our fruit tree project at the Sodom Lane Allotments is coming along 
nicely. The trees have been ordered and should be delivered at the end 
of November, and we will be involving village children in the planting. It's 
their future, after all. 

Our own trees haven't fruited yet, but Marnhull Green Teams have 
produced some apple juice already. It's the time of the year when boxes of 
apples appear outside many village houses. You may not have enough to 
do a full pressing yourself, but how about combining with your 
neighbours next year? The juice we've produced is pasteurised, so should 
last a year or so, and it's been confirmed to be very tasty. 

Speaking of trees, we still have some oak saplings for sale. Let us know 
(contacts above and below) if you'd like one (or more!). We have experts 
on our teams who will help you with any questions you may have on how 
and where to plant them, and how to look after them afterwards. 

Printed copies of our Recycling Guide For the Marnhull Area are still 
available at the village shops and at The Hub (when it re-opens). We ask 
for a minimum donation of £2 a copy to cover the printing cost and raise 
funds for our other work. You can also find the guide online at 
www.marnhullmessenger.org.uk/green-marnhull, or you can request a 
FREE PDF copy by emailing us at marnhullgreen@outlook.com.

Winter is upon us, just like Christmas. We have some spare insulation 
sheets available to put behind radiators to save energy. Get in touch if 
you'd like some, including help with installation if it's needed. And would 
you like to know where your house is leaking heat? One of our members 
has a thermal camera which will help you check. You can arrange a visit 
in exchange for a small donation to our 
funds. 

Every and any donation helps with 
our work. Marnhull Green Teams have 
a JustGiving page - or you can make 
a direct bank transfer. Please email 
marnhullgreen@outlook.com or phone 
(01258) 268714 for our bank details - 
or if you'd like to plant an oak, book a 
heat-loss check, pick up a Recycling 
Guide, express interest in our Eco Trail - 
or if you'd just like to know more about 
Marnhull Green Teams! 

Season's Greetings to you all, and here's 
to a green new year!  

 

Are you a person struggling either practically or emotionally 
with everyday life? Do you know someone who is vulnerable 
and in need of some assistance with shopping, getting to 
hospital, Dentist or Doctor? 
If the answer is yes to any of the above then we need you to tell us as follows: 

Transport    Ann Davis- Penson 07434-638485 or 01258 820456 

General help: Hilary Parker 01258 821667. 

Trevor Vaughan 01258 821636 

Trevor Vaughan 

Chairman 
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6 New Street, Marnhull DT10 1PY

Tiling, Slating, Leadwork, Timberwork
New & re-roofing work undertaken

Nick Upshall 
Tel: 01258 821231

Mobile: 07801 851079
www.camelotbuilders.co.ukwww.camelotbuilders.co.uk

Pauline Mitchell

Soft Furnishing, 
Dressmaking & 

Alterations

The Chimes, 
3 St. Rumbolds Road, 

Shafetsbury
SP7 8NE

20 years experience

01747 853509

TONY WILLIAMS
ACCIDENT REPAIR

01963 365733

NO VAT: 20% CHEAPER 
THAN MOST OTHER 

REPAIRERS !

Unit 7 Gibbs Marsh 
Trading Estate Stalbridge. 

DT10 2RY

A LOCALLY 
SITUATED COMPANY 

OWNED BY A LOCAL MAN 
WITH 35 

YEARS EXPERIENCE

 
 
 
 
 
 

3 Newbury, Gillingham 
SP8 4QX  Opposite Lidl) 

 
Te. 01747 821010 

 
www.norddisdorset.org.uk 

 
 

Reg. Charity No. 1110328 

 

We can provide the following: 
New & used equipment 

Hire equipment 
Disposable items 

NHS hearing aid batteries 
Information & advice 

Volunteer opportunities 
Call us for information 

Open 10am to 1pm 
 Tues, Thur, Sat. 

 

 

http://www.camelotbuilders.co.uk/
https://www.theoldbank-marnhull.co.uk/
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The Happy Meat Co. 
 

 

 

 

Who are we?       
We are a local company that is extremely passionate about showcasing what British farming has to offer. We rear what 
meat we can in a natural happy environment that enriches the animal’s life and produces a better product. Any meat we have 
to source is from farmers as local to our home in Marnhull as possible. We supply rare breed pork, Dexter beef, free range 
chicken, Lamb, and handmade sausages. We offer free local delivery or can provide a courier service nationwide.  
We look forward to hearing from you. Dan and Bethan 

Have an event? We also offer a Hog roast or BBQ catering service! 

Find us on Facebook Call us 07891322482 Email thehappymeatco@outlook.com 

  ............   .................EXPECT MORE

e-mail: info@farnfields.com or visit www.farnfields.com

At Farnfields Solicitors you can always expect 
a warm welcome combined with dedicated 
expertise and transparent straightforward 
pricing.  All in all, when choosing us you can 
expect far more peace of mind.

Marnhull
Computers

Specialists in the setup
and repair of all makes of

computers, laptops, tablets
and mobile phones 

- New computers
- Upgrades & Repairs
- Speed up slow computers
- Software rebuilds
- Virus/Malware removal
- Screen Replacement

Do you have an old or broken
computer and would

like to safely recover treasured
documents or pictures?

Based in the village with over 35 years
experience and supplier to The Crown Inn

Call Mark on 01258 821686
or email

mark@marnhullcomputers.com

https://farnfields.com/
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http://www.hawtreeandsons.co.uk/
https://williams-florist.co.uk/
https://www.marnhullrbl.co.uk/
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•  All aspects of tree surgery
•  Dismantling and felling
•  Pruning
•  Tree disorders and solutions
•  Tree pest and disease analysis

Telephone 01747 850 253
e-mail info@hawesarborists.co.uk

We are very proud to have received Arb Approved contractor status 
and are covered by the Government accredited Trust Mark scheme.

NPTC Certifi ed • Tech.Arbor.A Qualifi ed
All work carried out to BS3998 Standards

http://info@accountancyplusdorset.co.uk
https://www.bmvfootcare.co.uk/
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ON BEHALF OF MARNHULL CHURCHES

“We make a living by what we get but we make a life by what we give.”  
Winston Churchill

In the run up to Christmas most people will  be thinking 
about gifts- getting the right one, at the right price, 
getting it in time or what might they receive. The 
relentless advertising around us creates a real tension 
between expectation and reality, which can damage 
the very simple idea of a gift to share.This year we face 
Christmas within the covid pandemic, so probably 
some of our practical thoughts are already on how we 

get presents to family and friends if there is a possibility we may not be 
able to gather together…

But this year we are forced to ‘re-think Christmas’ in how we will celebrate, 
how we will be in touch with those we love and maybe how we will cope 
with the extra strain the pandemic has brought on our lives. This year 
we need to go beyond the material gifts and share something different, 
something more of ourselves with the ones we love.

We have seen the amazing compassion and generosity of the British 
people over the past 8 months through the phenomenal response to 
national volunteering including our own Marnhull Helpline, the huge 
amount of money raised to support NHS workers instigated by Captain 
Tom, food banks being overwhelmed with donations and much more. 

All this wonderful practical care for those around us. And it is right to give 
thanks to God for this wonderful response and pray that this compassion 
and generosity will continue as the national need continues -but also that 
it shows in our immediate lives. 

So this year I encourage us to see beyond all the glitzy gifts that we are 
being persuaded to buy and look at what we can give of ourselves to 
those we love and value most, whether in person or on the phone, in an 
email or on a Zoom call! 

Like offering undivided attention and genuine interest to those we talk 
to, truly appreciating the uniqueness of the other person (rather than our 
expectations of them), forgiving them even when forgiveness isn’t being 
asked for, saying you’re sorry first in an argument and surrendering the 
things that are out of our control and enjoying the present moment. 

As we give of ourselves, we may well find we receive back- a restored 
friendship, a more mature relationship, a new insight and a fresh 
appreciation of others.

And within this ‘re-thinking Christmas’ is the one gift that is not affected 
by the pandemic, is always given with unconditional love, is completely 
free, suitable for all ages and that is given not just at Christmas but on 
every day of the year. 

It is the Gift of God’s love, born as human baby, whose name means ‘The 
One who rescues’ and this Gift, Jesus, has the nature of the Giver; to heal, 
to restore, to encourage and strengthen, to bless and to forgive the whole 
of humanity.

FROM THE BISHOP OF SHERBORNE

November is a time for 
remembrance and 11am on 
the 11th is always a poignant 
time as the nation stops 
for 2 minutes to remember 
those who have lost their 
lives in war. Last month I 
was walking by South West 
Coastal path in Dorset, and 

i heard two boys speaking as they were running towards the cliff edge, 
what they said shocked me. One warned the other not to go too close 
to the edge of the cliff, and the other said 'What a perfect way to die!' 
Tehy then proceeded to sing a song by Alicia Keys. That song itself is 
about a victim of gun crime, about his death and those left behind. 
It is interesting that if you put the words of the song into a certain 
search engine, the number for the Samaritans comes up on screen. 
 
What is life, when we have become somewhat immune to death? 
It is tragic that even children are wondering what the point of it all 
is and when we look back at the numbers of those killed in war - 20 
million in the first world war, and 70 - 85 million in the second world 
war, and 17 million in the holocaust, it is easy to skate over them.  
 
Covid-19 is making us all think, and I hope it helps us think differently. 
So far over 1 million people have died, and every death is someone's 
child, parent, grandparent, brother or sister. Life is precious as we protect 
ourselves, and our neighbours particularly the elderly and the most 
vulnerable. Everyone is made in God's image, and death is definitely not 
nothing at all, as we are discovering as we anger over not being able to 
visit loved ones in nursing homes and are so grateful to those who have 
held hands of relatives dying in hospital. 

Many have found comfort at such a time from a prayer, anointing with oil 
or holding a cross in their hands, because God's love promises much more 
than sentimental songs. Christians stand alongside those in the trenches, 
those in hospital, those at the graveside because life is precious, death is 
hard and hope eternal. 

Let us take the opportunity to make November a month when we truly 
remember everyone who had died and enable our local communities 
to remember too, not just with the sounds of bugles and silence, but by 
reminding people of God's promises, that everyone is special and 'that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, not rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us  from the love of God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord'. Romans 8:38,39. 

Karen Gorham

Whatever and however we decide to give to others this Christmas, may 
we know the Gift of Christmas who is Jesus Christ and as we walk towards 
the new year may we receive all the fullness of God through him.

 Ephesians 3:16-19.

With every blessing in this holy season 
 
Revd Gaenor Hockey 
 
On behalf of Churches Together in Marnhull:  
St Gregory's Church, the Church of Our Lady, Marnhull Methodist Church 

CONTINUED PAGE RIGHT >>
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THE METHODIST CHURCH OUR LADY'S CHURCH

Sunday Worship
It has been a great disappointment to have to stop our services in church 
again during November. Rev. Margaret Oxenham, who had been planning 
to lead our Remembrance Sunday service, kindly and efficiently provided 
details of the service she had planned by e-mail so we were able to follow 
it in our homes and know that we were all sharing in it from 10:30 on 
8th November. We are very grateful that Rev. Margaret has also offered 
to send us service notes for the rest of November. As has been the case 
throughout the past months, hard-copies of these notes will be provided 
for people not on e-mail so that our congregation can continue to pray 
and study in our homes at our usual service time of 10:00 am. At the time 
of writing, we are praying that we shall be able to hold at least the two 
services we have planned for December. We should know by the time you 
are reading this! 

Harvest. 25th October
Mr. Geoff Chapman led us in the last service we were able to hold in 
church. As a former farmer, he was able to bring to life our thinking about 
God’s gifts to us through the harvest. We also listened to recordings of 
some of the well-known harvest hymns. As mentioned last month, 
because of the problems of collecting and distributing gifts of food under 
Covid restrictions, this year we held a special collection of money to 
help supply and distribute food in Yemen where the war has caused the 
world’s worst humanitarian disaster and many are starving. This collection 
allowed £210 to be sent via the Disasters Emergency Committee. 

Remembrance Day. 8th November
As we were unable to decorate the inside of the church with poppies in 
honour and remembrance of the victims of war, we set up displays in the 
entrance porch and notice board using some of the many poppies made 
by the Craft Club for the 100th anniversary of the end of the first world 
war two years ago. We hope that that you have appreciated them as you 
passed by.

Church Anniversary. 6th December
Methodist congregations have a tradition of celebrating the anniversary 
of the founding of their church building and, for Marnhull Methodist 
Church, that is 6th December. This year, as a congregation, we shall again 
remember with love and thanks all those who have served our church 
in past years and commit ourselves to continue to serve God in worship 
and service whatever the future holds. Thinking of the many people in 
our country who are finding it difficult to celebrate Christmas, we plan 
to have a collection of “treats” which the local Food Bank can include in 
their parcels over the Christmas period. We hope this will be in a service in 
church but, if this is not possible, shall collect from our member’s homes.

Christmas Service
Sadly, whatever the pandemic restrictions by then, we shall not be 
able to hold our traditional candle-lit service this year. We pray that, 
as a congregation, we shall be able to meet in church on Sunday 20th 
December to celebrate the birth of our Saviour with the traditional hymns 
and readings. We wish you all a peaceful and healthy Christmas and an 
easier 2021.

Catholic Church of Our Lady, Marnhull
& 

St. Benedict’s, Gillingham
(www.marnhullandgillinghamrc.org.uk)

          Sunday Masses - 9.30am & 6pm (Marnhull) / 11am (Gillingham)

 NO PUBLIC MASSES during the Covid-19 lockdown
 

Significant Dates in December

 8 – The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Mary was conceived without original sin and it was this grace that 
enabled her to say “yes” to the request conveyed to her by the Angel 
Gabriel, that she should consent to be the mother of the incarnate God. 
25 – Christmas
26 – Saint Stephen, the first Martyr
St Stephen the Protomartyr was one of the seven deacons who assisted 
the Twelve. Denounced to the Jewish authorities as a blasphemer, he 
was stoned to death outside Jerusalem. He died praying for those who 
killed him.  Present at his martyrdom was Saul of Tarsus, who became the 
Apostle of the Gentiles.
27 – The Holy Family
Today we celebrate the Holy Family as the model and exemplar of all 
Christian families.
28 – The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
The Holy Innocents were the young children of the neighbourhood of 
Bethlehem (all under the age of two) who were put to death by Herod in 
his attempt to kill the Infant Jesus.
29 – Saint Thomas Becket, Bishop, Martyr
St Thomas (1118-1170) was Henry II’s Chancellor and later became 
Archbishop of Canterbury. His defence of the rights of the Church led to 
disagreements with the King.  He was exiled for six years and shortly after 
returning to Canterbury, Thomas was murdered by agents of the King (29 
Dec 1170). Canonised three years later, he is honoured as patron of the 
pastoral clergy in England. 

Significant Dates in January

 1 – Mary, Mother of God
The Octave of Christmas ends on the first day of the New Year, which is 
dedicated to the Blessed Virgin, venerated as the Mother of God.
 6 – The Epiphany of the Lord
10 – The Baptism of The Lord
25 – Conversion of St Paul
This feast commemorates the conversion of Saul of Tarsus while he was 
on his way to Damascus to persecute Christians.  He was blinded by a 
dazzling light and thrown from his horse to the ground, hearing the 
words of the Risen Christ saying, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”  
Saul (who became Paul) was tasked with proclaiming the Gospel to the 
Gentiles.

Parish People

Peter Timoney died on the 3rd of November.  May he rest in peace.

A socially distanced Service of Remembrance was held on the playing 
fields of St Mary’s Primary School at 11am on the 11th of November.
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ST GREGORYS CHURCH

FROM THE BISHOP OF SALISBURY
December Services
Advent and Christmas 2020

All subject to covid restrictions

Advent Sunday 29th November
10am Facebook Advent All Age Service
Churches Together Advent windows begin

Weds 2nd December 7.30pm
Advent Study on Zoom begins for 4 weeks  Advent for Everyone. A 
journey with the apostles : Tom Wright

Sunday 6th December
8am BCP Communion
10am Eucharist

Sunday 13th December   
(distribute Comfort and Joy booklet to congregation)
8am BCP Communion
10am Eucharist

Sunday 20th December 
8am BCP Communion
10am Eucharist

6pm  Lights, music & mince pies in churchyard
Christmas Eve. Thursday 24th December
4pm Crib Tableau in West Porch (children encouraged to dress as Nativity 
characters)
11pm Midnight CW Communion  (ticketed) with choir/solo

Christmas Day. Friday 25th December 
8am Christmas Day BCP Communion (ticketed)
10am Christmas Day CW Communion (ticketed)

Sunday 17th Epiphany 2 
8am Holy Communion 
10am Parish Eucharist 
(18-25 January Week of Prayer for Christian Unity) 

Sunday 24th  Epiphany 3 
8am Holy Communion 
10am Parish Eucharist 

Sunday 31st  Presentation of Christ in the Temple 

8am Holy Communion 
10am Family Service of the Word 

We will continue to open church for individual 
prayer during Advent (29 November - 23rd 
December) every Wednesday morning 9-11am.

A VERY big thank you to everyone who has given 
donations for our annual Gift Day -on behalf of 
the PCC and everyone at St Gregory's Church.

www.stgregorysmarnhull.org.uk and 
Facebook page @stgregschurch

Services for January (covid restrictions dependent) 

Sunday 3rd Jan      Epiphany 

8am Holy Communion 
10am Parish Eucharist 
4pm Family Tea Service 

Weds 6th 
11am  Monthly Communion 

Sunday 10th     Baptism of Christ 
8am Holy Communion 
10am Parish Eucharist 

From Bishop Nicholas...

Christmas is going to be different this year. We all know it even though we 
don’t know exactly how it will work out at home and everywhere.

This year churches have become very good at working with the 
provisional and adapting plans at the last minute but it is hard to make 
sure that everyone is included. This Christmas it will be difficult to make 
sure that everyone knows that church continues to be available for the 
whole community. I am looking forward to seeing how we all do it.

Necessity is the mother of invention!

I wonder what this looks like from God’s point of view? It’s probably 
not that different to usual. The world is making a bit of a mess of God’s 
beautiful creation. There have been some lovely examples of people  
caring for each other better but we haven’t even used the crisis of a global 
pandemic to build better international relations and God can see there 
are other challenges coming at us - the economy, climate change and 
the environment, and all those issues facing people about the balance 
between me and us and who we mean by us.

From God’s point of view it looks pretty obvious that we human beings 
need to do more together which is why he sent his Son to teach us a few 
simple truths about what it means to be human. At Christmas, light came 
into darkness, love came among us and peace was offered to a fractured 
world. From God’s point of view if people lived in response to that it might 
be exactly what is needed now as always!

So here we are going into Advent and heading for Christmas. We have 
all the ingredients of a story we know well and have told often but our 
circumstances this year are different. It might just be that we hear it fresh 
and feel it’s power new because the Christmas story is not just a retelling 
of what happened when God came among us in Bethlehem just over 
2,000 years ago. The point of the story is what God does now.

The hope of Advent that leads to Christmas is of our seeing the glory of 
God come among us full of grace and truth. The hope, and the challenge 
this and every year, is in how we live in response to such a precious gift.

Nicholas Sarum

 
 
From Bishop Nicholas… 
 
Christmas is going to be different this year. We all know it even though we don’t know 
exactly how it will work out at home and everywhere.  
 
This year churches have become very good at working with the provisional and adapting 
plans at the last minute but it is hard to make sure that everyone is included. This Christmas 
it will be difficult to make sure that everyone knows that church continues to be available 
for the whole community. I am looking forward to seeing how we all do it. Necessity is the 
mother of invention! 
 
I wonder what this looks like from God’s point of view? It’s probably not that different to 
usual. The world is making a bit of a mess of God’s beautiful creation. There have been 
some lovely examples of people caring for each other better but we haven’t even used the 
crisis of a global pandemic to build better international relations and God can see there are 
other challenges coming at us - the economy, climate change and the environment, and all 
those issues facing people about the balance between me and us and who we mean by us.  
 
From God’s point of view it looks pretty obvious that we human beings need to do more 
together which is why he sent his Son to teach us a few simple truths about what it means 
to be human. At Christmas, light came into darkness, love came among us and peace was 
offered to a fractured world. From God’s point of view if people lived in response to that it 
might be exactly what is needed now as always!  
 
So here we are going into Advent and heading for Christmas. We have all the ingredients of 
a story we know well and have told often but our circumstances this year are different. It 
might just be that we hear it fresh and feel it’s power new because the Christmas story is 
not just a retelling of what happened when God came among us in Bethlehem just over 
2,000 years ago. The point of the story is what God does now.  
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FRIENDS OF STOUR CONNECT

A COMMUNITY FRIDGE FOR STURMINSTER 
NEWTON

The aim of a Community 
Fridge is to prevent excess 
food from supermarkets 
and other food businesses 
from going to waste by 
making it available to 
anyone and everyone for 
no charge.  

What’s not to like?  

Food that is close to its use 
by date is collected from 
supermarkets and kept in 
an easily accessed location 
for people to take their pick.  

As it is effectively a food business, all the hoops about providing food safe 
for consumption apply, so there are no worries about the quality of the 
food that you will find in a Community Fridge.  

The range of products available will naturally vary according to the supply 
from the supermarkets, so you this is an excellent way to add variety to 
your shopping basket while saving money.  

And of course, you will be doing your bit in the effort to reduce food 
wastage!

North Dorset Liberal Democrats thought that this was an excellent idea, 
so have taken the initiative to set up a Community Fridge in Sturminster 
Newton.  

The project is in its final stages, the venue has been confirmed, the food 
business has been registered with Dorset Council and the supermarkets, 
volunteers are being recruited and trained and all the paperwork is well 
underway.  

The project is on schedule to open at The Emporium this December.  
Watch out for details of the opening event!

Hot food direct to your door

We have been delivering hot meals with/without desserts direct to 
customers homes since 2018, over the North Dorset area, including 
Marnhull, Sturminster, Shaftesbury, Gillingham, Child Okeford, Stalbridge 
and areas between. 

This service is available Monday to Friday.

Our food is cooked on the day, and due to requests we now include a 
vegetarian option daily. 
The meals and desserts are delivered in heated insulated bags, and are 
temperature checked at time of serving up and on delivery.

We are planning to provide 2 Xmas meals this year, and depending on the 
Covid 19 guidance at the time these will be available for home delivery 
(9th and 23rd December) or as sit down meals in fully risk assessed safe 
areas.

For further information/ menu and costs on our Meals on Wheels scheme 
phone 01258 471359 or email admin@friendsofstourconnect.org

DORSET TECH - TECH BAR: REPAIRS & ADVICE

The Marnhull born Website and App Agency - Dorset Tech have had 
a strange year like most businesses, but the challenges have come in 
different forms than you'd expect.

At the start of the year the team opened a new office on Gillingham High 
Street with the objective of being the most accessible agencies around. 
Continued growth since then allowed the agency to invest heavily at 
the start of the March lockdown, reacting to changes in the world and 
increased demand (2,000%). Adding new services such as PC Repairs, 3D 
Printing, Data Recovery and Cyber Security allowed the small business to 
create 9 new full time jobs. While some of these positions are remote, the 
ones that require working from the office, coupled with social distancing 
forced the team to expand yet again.

The team have now taken over the former Nourish Cafe - a victim of Covid 
- transforming it in a month of extreme renovation. Along with dedicated 
Tech Repair facilities, the office allows up to 6 additional Website/App 
Developers to work safely with Covid restrictions.

The "Tech Bar" is now open for Click & Collect orders and contactless tech 
repairs. Repairs so far have ranged from the usual phones, tablets, games 
consoles and  computers all the way to the more unusual vintage Stingray 
toys and high-tech drones.

In typical founder Chris Ryu fashion, the company is giving back, both in 
some upcoming discount schemes for people on benefits and their repair 
donation box. Being based on the high street, the team get lots of small 
5-15 minute repair/help requests - rather than charging for these, they 
suggest a donation in the box. The current cause is Monkey World Ape 
Rescue Centre in Wareham and a selection of good causes will be selected 
throughout the years. £200 has been raised for Monkey World so far.

As part of the renovation the team have invested in various energy 
efficiency initiatives and partnered with a Kenyan tree planting 
organisation to offset all Carbon Emissions, including for remote team 
members.

The new office is also the home of the group's "Back to the High Street" 
initiative. Launching shortly the scheme will give high street village shops 
a new route to market. The new shopping platform and app allow shops 
without feature packed websites to list for free and for those that have 
ecommerce websites already, the site integrates with their existing store 
to save them having to re-enter stock and special offers.

The company is about to start a new recruitment drive to keep up with 
increased demand, including a new phone repair technician and 2 
apprentices.

For more information, visit www.dorset.tech or call 01258 808577
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ST. MARY'S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

ST. MARY'S EXPLORERS

We say a farewell to our Headteacher of six years, Mrs Charlotte Targett.  
Charlotte joined St Mary's eight years ago as the Year 2 Teacher.  Within 
two years she had been promoted to Headteacher.  In this role she led a 
complete turnaround in St Mary's fortunes. Surrounding herself with 
outstanding staff the school was soon growing and within a couple of 
years the roll had nearly doubled as St Mary's reputation as a friendly, 
loving and effective school spread. Charlotte oversaw many innovations 
and improvements across all aspects of the School: for example the 
introduction our pre-school, St Mary's Explorers for 3 and 4 year olds as a 
fully integrated part of the school led by fully qualified teachers - 
something that remains unique in the area. Charlotte's next role is on 
promotion to become an Education Support Manager to eight other 
Academy schools in Dorset.  

Charlotte leaves the school with the immense gratitude and affection of 
all the children (past and present), their parents and staff. We wish her all 
the very best in her new role and look forward to seeing her back at St 
Mary's on occasions.

My name is Alan Frame and I am delighted 
to introduce myself as the new headteacher 
of St Mary’s in Marnhull and I am looking 
forward to building on the success of the 
school.  I have been given a warm welcome 
(despite the current climate and restrictions) 
from all at the school.  It has been a busy first 
week with lots going on. 

We had a short service to commemorate 
Remembrance Day and the whole school 
took part in the two minutes silence. Due 
the current conditions, this took place on 
our spacious school field.  The weather was 
kind to us and it was a thoughtful time. The 
children also all contributed to a display with 
art work and poems on the theme of 
remembrance.

The children have been enjoying the new track that has been put in 
around the edge of the playing field.  This is allowing us to keep fit and 
keep going with the ‘Daily Mile’.  The Daily Mile is a world-wide initiative 
which is now undertaken by over 2,000,000 children.  More information 
can be found at https://thedailymile.co.uk if you would like to explore this 
further.

In St Mark’s class this week the children have spent time learning all about 
Remembrance Day and why this is such an important date in our history. 
The children enjoyed a creative afternoon, using paper collage to design 
and create their own Poppy pictures, which were then shared as part of 
our Remembrance service on Wednesday. Having spent time building an 
understanding of what the poppy symbolises and represents, the 
children have taken great pride and care over their beautiful poppy 
pictures. Across the school, the children have enjoyed painting pictures, 
writing poems and prayers to mark this important date in history.

CONTINUED PAGE RIGHT >>

The excitement of fireworks was sky high 
this month at Explorers. The children 
watched a display in the comfort of 
the classroom using the interactive 
whiteboard. Following this they 
exploded with creativity painting their 
own firework pictures using cutlery and 
marbles to paint with.

The children marked Remembrance Day painting poppies and discussing 
the 
importance of peace. They thought of ways to spread peace in our school 
and came up with some lovely ideas. These included using kind hands 
and sharing. They also joined the whole school for 2 minutes silence and 
we were so impressed with the way they took this in their stride. 

This term we have been busy discovering the treasures of autumn! We 
began our topic with the story ‘Leaf Man’ it tells the tale of autumn days, 
gusty winds and a Leaf Man drifting through the countryside. The 
children loved listening to the story and then went searching for their 
own leaf person.

We continue to work on building the children’s vocabulary with objects of 
the week - this month’s objects have included winter squashes! 
The children talked about the different parts of the fruit, how they are 
cooked and how they grow.

We had a non-uniform day to help raise money for Children in Need. The 
children have been enjoying different fun activities including some 
joining in with the Joe Wicks PE challenge. This was strongly supported 
by the school community including one child who gave her tooth fairy 
money.  We don’t have a final figure but will let you know how much 
money was raised.  The school also raised money just before half term 
for CAFOD.

St Mary’s Explorers is open from 8:45 am – 
3:15pm every weekday during term time and 
spaces are available for children aged 3+ with 
wraparound care from 8am – 6pm on request. 

The unit allows Preschool and Reception 
children to work together on lots of key areas of 
learning, something that OfSTED agree allows 
younger children to make greater progress. 

Please make enquiries by calling 01258 820417.
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Once back inside, class  recited: Kings and Queens and their dates and 
discovered which countries comprised the British Empire, later in the 
day they practiced writing some well-known Victorian sayings such as, 
‘Children should be seen and not heard'.  Stay tuned for more Victorian 
themed Fox Vox in the future.

ST. GREGORY'S C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL

CONTINUED PAGE RIGHT >>

JOKE OF THE MONTH selected by Owls class.
Q. What do you call a dog magician?
A. A labracadabrador

FOR THE FALLEN!  
Has there ever been a time since 
the end of the second world war 
that so many people are acutely 
aware of how fragile life can be?  

And so, with added poignancy, 
Foxes class delivered a very 
moving and thought-provoking 
service to both the school and Reverend Gaenor.

Imogen Mogridge (Foxes class) represented the school at the church 
service on Remembrance Sunday.  This was followed on Remembrance 
Day itself by a school wreath and hand-crafted poppies being laid at the 
memorial outside St Gregory’s church.  The school through poppy sales 
was able to raise £140 for the Royal British Legion as well as Animal 
Remembrance.  We take great pride in our children’s understanding and 
awareness of remembrance and of course their efforts to raise money for 
good causes. 

THINKING OF OTHERS!  
Along with Remembrance and the ongoing effects of Covid 19, our 
children’s thoughts have turned to those in our own community, villagers 
that are still living on their own and are largely isolated from society.  They 
are keen to bring some of the school to the letterboxes of those isolated 
folk – keep an eye on your doormat, you could be a recipient of some 
amazing work that the children have completed.

Thoughts and prayers to everyone in our wonderful community- which St 
Gregory’s staff and children are so very proud to be part of.

Hedgehog Blog 

BEWARE, CREATURES ARE ABOUT!
Hedgehogs class have had such fun throughout last half term – you can 
rely on our youngest children to carry on regardless and have fun at every 
turn. 

Their theme - Paws, Claws and Whiskers has kept everyone entertained.  
Children have shared lots of wonderful stories including Dave, Dear Zoo 
and How the Elephant got its Trunk.  

By far the highlight was creating wonderful facemasks (below).  Each child 
designed and made their chosen animal masks and went on a scavenger 
hunt seeking clues in an effort to find escaped zoo animals. 

Owls on the Prowl 

GIVE US TODAY OUR DAILY BREAD! 
Owls must be the luckiest class in 
the world.  They’ve baked bread 
not once but twice in recent 

times.  The end of last term was of course 
harvest time, class marked this by baking 
Shabbat bread rolls to accompany their 
learning of Shabbat (The Sabbath) and its 
importance within the Jewish faith.  

Later Owl bread was created and I’m sure 
you’ll agree it looks both unique and 
yummy!  

Class also designed their own special meal and shared this together with 
candles and squash to represent wine.  Next Topic for Owls is Heroes and 
Villains, readers can look forward to news on this next month.

"AUTUMN SHOWS US HOW 
BEAUTIFUL IT IS TO LET THINGS GO” 
Owls have enjoyed Forest school with Mrs Bell, they’ve been exploring 
our outside area and taking advantage of the great autumnal weather.  It 
really is the best time of the year, so much colour, the crisp mornings, the 
beautifully lit skies.  Happy Autumn folks!

GRANDMOTHER, WHAT BIG TEETH YOU HAVE! 
The theme for the final part of this year is The Enchanted Forest. Children 
have been reading Little Red Riding Hood, acting out the story in 
Grandma’s Cottage (see image). 
What else is there to discover in the forest!'

Fox Vox 

GOD SAVE OUR GRACIOUS QUEEN (VICTORIA)! 
Foxes class this term is enjoying a Victorian era theme 
named Revolution.  Class braved a Victorian style school 

day, beginning with everyone 
lining up and singing a hymn – All Things Bright and Beautiful (I bet you’re 
humming it right now), and then recited the Lord’s prayer and national 
anthem.

A mercifully sunny morning greeted class for their daily drill – another 
feature of a Victorian school day.
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STURMINSTER NEWTON LITERARY FESTIVAL 
CALENDAR
A beautiful calendar of scenes in and around Sturminster Newton has 
been produced to help fund the town's literary festival. The calendar  
features quotes from the works of Thomas Hardy and William Barnes to 
accompany the illustrations and is an ideal Christmas gift. 

The photography was kindly provided by local photographers Marilyn 
Peddle and Adie Ray and production was sponsored by Rutters Solicitors. 
All proceeds will fund Sturminster Newton Literary Festival in 2021 which 
will attract visitors to the town and surrounding area.

Calendars can be ordered by contacting the project co-ordinator Rachael 
Rowe on strulitfest1@gmail.com or 01258 861979. 

Calendars are priced at £7.50 
each (pre payment with a local 
collection point due to Covid 19) 
or can be posted anywhere in 
the UK for £10. We have a limited 
home delivery option for people 
who are shielding to Sturminster 
Newton and surrounding 
villages. 

Sturminster Newton Literary 
Festival focuses on the writing 
of Thomas Hardy, William Barnes 
and Robert Young as well as 
Dorset writers. The 2021 festival 
will be held from 14-20th June.

THE VALE PANTRY

MARNHULL CAFE SCI

The Vale Pantry opened to members in Market 
Place, Sturminster Newton on 5th November and 
a big thank you to all who helped get ready for 
the opening, with our stock deliveries and being 
in the shop. It went very well indeed - hopefully 
you will have seen the feedback on social media. 
Here is just one example: 

I just wanted to say a massive thank you to you and all the volunteers of the 
pantry. It’s hard to accept help when it's needed and sometimes admit defeat 
and I was worried I'd be judged and frowned upon for coming into the shop 
today but instead I was amazed to be met with warm, smiling faces and 
uplifting chatter. Thank you from the bottom of my heart for all you are doing 
and have done this week for so many families. You have no idea how much 
you've changed this week for me and my children. Thank you x 

The Vale Pantry is a community food store providing good quality food at 
the most affordable price to its members.  Run by the local community, 
members pay a small weekly membership of £4.50 and choose their food 
with a value of anywhere between £15 – £25 and indeed some weeks, the 
value is higher.A choice of staples, fresh and frozen food will be available 
and is sourced from Fare Share.  Local growers & producers can donate 
any excess produce and that will be warmly welcomed.

The Vale Pantry creates a sustainable and long term solution to food 
poverty and applications for membership from any household in North 
Dorset are welcomed.

The current opening times are Thursdays 5pm – 8pm & Saturdays 9am 
– 12pm.  To date, more than 70 members are registered and word is 
spreading so we expect to get busier each week. 

For more information. Email - thevalepantry@gmail.com or call 07968 
348481.

In normal times Marnhull's Cafe Sci held it's meeting on the first Tuesday 
of the month at The Blackmore Vale Pub. Lockdown of course stopped us 
for a while, but Zoom zoomed to the rescue and we have continued meet-
ing up from time to time online. 

The latest talk was by Anthony Wilkinson who talked about his work to 
eliminate Rinderpest in Yemen, leading on to the challenge of the 2001 
Foot and Mouth epidemic in the UK which, as a viral disease, has many 
similarities to the challenges of COVID-19. 

While we are all becoming expert in these online technologies, we do 
hope to start meeting face to face when it is possible. If you would like 
to be put on the distribution list to find out about upcoming talks, please 
email Ros on rseveleigh@gmail.com. 

I have received an application from BT to close Cox Hill, Marnhull between 
Common Lane to the road leading to Yardgrove Farm (in both directions), 
a distance of approximately 220 metres. The closure has been requested 
to allow BT to lay 90 metres of duct within the carriageway. These works 
are programmed to commence from 08:00, 8th December 2020 until 
17:00, 10th December 2020. 

BT will publicise the road closure in a number of ways: they will place in-
formation boards on the road in this area to inform the travelling public 
of the works; they will carry out a letter drop to local residents directly 
affected by the works; and they will sign a vehicular diversion route using 
the local road network. The following map shows the extent of the closure 
and diversion route.

This document is for information only, however if you have any concerns 
about this proposal, please contact Tom Faulkner, (trafficteam@dorset-
council.gov.uk) by 20th November 2020

View all roadworks in your area  - dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/roadworks-events

TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF COX HILL, MARNHULL
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NEWS FROM NICK

DORSET JOINS COVID-19 VACCINE SEARCH

NHS organisations across Dorset are playing their part in the search for a 
COVID-19 vaccine, with the opening of a key vaccine trial in Bournemouth. 
The trial, taking place in Dorset's new research hub at Royal Bournemouth 
Hospital (RBH), sees the people of Dorset come together with their NHS to 
find a way out of the coronavirus pandemic. 

Over 500 Dorset residents will take part, helping confirm the safety and 
effectiveness of a promising new vaccine developed by US biotechnology 
company Novavax. They will join 10,000 volunteers across the UK in 
helping researchers to understand how well the vaccine protects against 
coronavirus infection across a wide range of people. 

Dr Patrick Moore, a Dorset GP and the local investigator of the study, said: 
"This important research will help us to find a safe and effective vaccine 
for COVID-19, to protect us all more quickly and end the pandemic sooner. 
In Dorset, we are particularly looking for people in the most at risk 
COVID-19 groups. Those with stable, pre-existing health conditions, those 
over 65 years old and those from Black or Asian ethnic backgrounds."

Those taking part in the study will either receive the Novavax vaccine 
or a pleacebo (a saline injection), so that the immune response caused 
by the vaccine can be confirmed. The vaccine being tested cannot give 
volunteers the virus and volunteers will not be exposed to deliverate 
infection. 

After immunisation, volunteers will be regularly monitored over the next 
12 months to understand the longevity of the immune response and the 
degree of protection given. 

Those wanting to be contacted about this study, and future studies, can 
sign up to the NHS COVID-19 Vaccine Research Registry at 
www.nhs.uk/researchcontact

Further information about COVID-19 vaccine studies is available via the 
NIHR's Be Part of Research website: 
www.bepartofresearch.nihr.ac.uk/vaccine-studies

There are no crimes to report this month. 

Christmas is fast approaching and preparations are already in place, cakes 
and puddings are hastily being made and fed with brandy..

DRINK DRIVING

Please be mindful when enjoying all the excesses of Christmas food and 
drink. Don't forget that food such as cakes, puddings, brandy butter will 
contain alcohol and may take you over the limit. 

DRINK OR DRIVE YOU CAN'T DO BOTH!

CHRISTMAS CRIME PREVENTION

Do not leave Christmas presents on view whether at home under the 
Christmas tree or in your vehicle awaiting delivery. 

Ensure your doors and windows are secured - don't forget to lock your 
vehicle too! 

If you are offered a quality product at a bargain price - ensure the source 
is genuineas they could be stolen goods.

See what your local NPT have been up to by following our Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/NorthandEastDorsetRuralPolice

PLEASE BE VIGILANT AND REPORT ANY SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY

Report suspicious activity either to 101 or via the police website 

https://www.dorset.police.uk/do-it-online#report

If you need to contact your local NPT the email address is below this 
however is NOT for reporting crimes as it is not monitored 24/7.

If you need to report a crime the email address is above or you can phone 
101. If a crime is occurring or a life is in danger phone 999.

Mandy ROBINSON PCSO 5352

Sturminster Newton Town and Rural Policing Team 

Email: northdorsetnpt@dorset.pnn.police.uk

Here we are moving rapdily towards the end of 
2020 and what a year it has been! Our last POPPin 
Cafe event was held at the end of February but by 
the time the March even was due to be held, it was 
very obvious that COVID-19 was about to turn all 
our lives upside down and we made the decision 
to cancel. During this year it has been so exciting 
to see the Village Hall extension and improvement 

works continue, against all odds and it is now at a stage where it will not 
be long before the doors can open and the beautiful new space will be 
ready for everyone to enjoy. 
It is likely that the kitchen area will remain out of use in the first instance 
and so the POPPin is unlikely to be re-opening until early next year. None 
of us can foretell what the coming months will bring and so it is really a 
matter of staying patient and waiting until it is safe to finally go ahead and 
re-open the POPPin.
Until then we wish you all, Hope, Love, Peace and Joy over the holiday 
season and let's hope next 2021 is brighter for us all. 
Linda, Sue, Rosie, Jill, Lynda, Anne and Audrey.

POPPIN CAFE

I am sorry not to have been in touch for some tine but, as I am sure you 
realise, Springhead has effectively been closed since March. Sadly, we will 
not be able to host the Christmas Garden of Delights this year. 

However, through the hard work of our team, we have secured 
government funding and grants from private trusts which will enable us 
to continue over the next few months, as well as renovating some of our 
buildings and improving both the ornamental and productive gardens. 

We will be in touch in a couple of weeks with more details of what has 
been happening in the background at Springhead over the summer and 
our plans for the future. In the meantime, here are a couple of photos to 
whet your appetite. 

Best Wishes,
Kate Partridge 
Coordinator - Friends of Springhead

AN UPDATE FROM THE SPRINGHEAD TRUST
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CHRISTMAS CHILD OKEFORD ART TRAIL

November 27, 28 and 29, 2020

11 am to 4 pm

To bring some Christmas cheer to our village, 16 Artists, painters, potters, 
glass blowers and scarf makers are offering open studios to see and buy 
their work in a socially distanced way.  

Look out for our Child Okeford Art Trail Map which will be available in 
local shops etc and  will help you stroll around our arty village.  The cafe 
and pubs offer refreshments and will be open for the majority of this time.  

Please do come and support our event which will be in accordance with 
government guidelines.  

Admission Free

DORSET JOINS COVID-19 VACCINE SEARCH THE HUSSEYS AND NASH COURT

We are excited and grateful to announce that Stagecore Productions was 
one of 1,974 companies to receive a grant from The Culture Recovery 
Scheme. 

We are pleased to share that part of this grant will be used to open a 
Performing Arts and Production Academy for Young People in Dorset!  

Stagecore Productions has supported the arts for many years. We are 
responsible for the audio production for Glastonbury's South East Corner, 
and working with artists such as Liam Gallagher, Echo and The Bunnymen, 
Spandau Ballet and many more alike. 

This grant will allow us to keep our business afloat, allowing us to diversify 
during this unprecedented time, and turn our skills to teaching, instead 
of touring. 

As a result of this, we have launched The Artori Academy, a training 
academy for all aspects of the industry. We are passionate about educating 
the young people of the very town we ourselves grew up in. 

From acting to scenic artistry, singing to sound engineering, or even 
dance to puppetry - the whole world is available to our students, and we 
are here to guide them every step of the way. 

With industry professionals coming to teach our young people, we are 
excited to use part of this grant in a way to benefit our local community, 
and to keep passion for the arts alive. 

Our training academy will be open to students between 11-13, and 14-17. 
Like and follow our facebook page to find out more about our venues and 
locations in Dorset! 

Watch this space to hear more about our open auditions! 

Website: www.artoriacademy.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/theartoriacademy

You may have seen the name Hussey at various locations across Marnhull, 
but do you know anything about the family.  Mary Bradbury produced a 
booklet about the Hussey family and the Church of Our Lady in Old Mill 
Lane.  The extract below is taken from  this booklet.

The Hussey family came to Marnhull in the mid 17th century.  George 
Hussey bought Nash Court in 1651, with extensive property, farmhouses 
and lands amounting to 380 acres which were systematically added to 
over subsequent years.  As Lords of the Manor they were highly influential 
in the village and beyond.  Through the conversion of George Hussey’s 
second wife Grace, probably in the early 1660’s, the whole family became 
staunch Catholics.

For the next 200 years they were to be the mainstay of the Catholic 
community as it developed and grew in Marnhull and the surrounding 
area. They provided a refuge for the priest, housing and employment for 
their Catholic workers and their home, Nash Court, though less impressive 
than the grander houses of the great Catholic families, the Arundells, 
Welds and Webbs in other parts of the region, nonetheless became a focal 
point for Catholicism in this northern part of Dorset.  

From this time onwards there 
would always be a priest in 
Marnhull, either as chaplain 
to the family at Nash Court, 
or as a visitor possibly on 
missionary work in the 
area.  The family continued 
as benefactors of land and 
finance to the Mission until 
the end of the 19th century.
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Management of Property lets both short and long term

Holiday Letts

Keyholder service

Property security

Regular and one-off cleaning service

Property maintenance

For further information call Duncan on 

Main line: 01258 820870 mobile: 07966 016686 

or email revsolpropertymanagement@outlook.com

Revsol Property Management Ltd. 
offer a complete service covering :

http://www.camelotbuilders.co.uk/
http://www.robinhillstores.com/
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01963 371123
07791 588141 

www.yenstonewalling.co.uk

Patrick Houchen
DSWA member
CIS registered

Yenstone Walling Ltd
Dry Stone Walling and Landscaping

All types of stone walling undertaken

PLUMBWOOD
For all domestic plumbing repairs:
taps, toilets, radiators, showers

etc - no job too small.

Call Tim and Helen Cronin
01258 820520/07780 673053

Woodwork projects also
undertaken

Services include:
Painting & Decorating, Internal & External Property repairs,
Kitchen and Bathroom re-modelling. House clearances

Revsol Property Services are also licensed waste carriers 
and undertake house clearances and deep cleans 

For further information call Duncan on Main line: 01258 820870 
Mobile: 07966 016686 or Matt on 07483 822245 

email revsol@outlook.com

Providing competitive Property Maintenance Services for both 
residential and commercial properties to home owners, Letting 
agencies and Landlords throughout Dorset, Somerset and Wiltshire.



23www.marnhullmessenger.org.uk   |   Issue 110  |   December 2020 / January 2021

MARNHULL 
MESSENGER

DRAINAGE   •  PATIOS  •  FOOTINGS  •  PONDS
CONCRETING  •  MINI DIGGER  •  DUMPER HIRE  •  LANDSCAPING

AGRICULTURAL  •  EQUESTRIAN  •  DOMESTIC
COMMERCIAL  •  SECURITY

Struggling with Anxiety,
Depression

Relaaonships, Idenaty
Grief or loneliness?

0774 702 4880

admin@w-p-c.org.uk

www.w-p-c.org.uk

for professional, affordable 
face to face individual or 
couple counselling locally

https://wessexcp.co.uk/
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572546 C6413

01258 47460501258 474605
24hr Gas Safe and Oftec Registered Engineers

Boilerwise Ltd
Specialist Boiler Engineers
Repair, Service, Maintenance and Replacement of OIL and GAS Boilers.
Heating System Fault Diagnosis and Repair. Landlord Certifcates,
Systems Surveying and Power Flushing. ©

L
W

http://www.regencyrenovations.co.uk/
https://www.comptonsmith.co.uk/
http://www.boilerwiseltd.co.uk/
https://www.henstridgegolfandleisure.co.uk/
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All aspects of electrical work undertaken
• New installations and rewires
• Alterations and additions
• Consumer unit (fuseboard) upgrades
• Fault finding and repairs
• Condition reports
• Heating controls and systems

Ben Hannam Electrical Contractor

4 Musbury Close, 
Marnhull

Tel: 01258 808 329 • Mobile: 07914 760 295 • Email: benhannamelectrical@gmail.com

https://www.ajs-plumbingandheating.co.uk/
http://jacaranda-music.com/TaxiCar.html
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Burton Street, Marnhull 

 
Charming, peaceful, tucked away B&B in the 
centre of the village. Clock House offers four 
ground floor, ensuite bedrooms with terrace 

and garden access and a guest living room with 
woodburning stove. Dog friendly. 

Discounted rate for Marnhull villagers 
booking direct. 

 
 
  Telephone: 01258 820645 

info@clockhouse-marnhull.com 
   www.clockhouse-marnhull.com 

SERVICESEC
 • PAINTING & DECORATING  • WALL & FLOOR TILING

• PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

For further information and a FREE Quote 
Call 07966932869

Popes Farm, Marnhull, DT10 1NU

https://back2market.com/
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funeralcare.co.uk

 
 24 hour servicePre-paid funeral plans Free bereavement centre

GILLINGHAM    01747 824738
2 High Street, SP8 4QT

SHAFTESBURY   01747 824738
Greenacre House, Salisbury Road, SP7 8BS 

https://www.funeralcare.co.uk/
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ACROSS 1. Pampas 4. Sabot 6. Ely 7. Sturgeon 8. Soya 11. Auger 13. VSOP 15. Billion 
16. Tynwald 17. Arms 19. Asaph 21. Lapp 24. Buddleia 25. Elk 26. Skeet 27. Bushel

DOWN 1. Pygmy 2. Pythagoras 3. Sprog 4. Spear 5. Bongos 6. Eros 9. Osier 10. Atlas 
12. Eurythmics 13. Vowel 14. Oxlip 18. Marble 19. Audio 20. Ad lib 22. Angel 23. Pack

Hard Medium

CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS

BADMINTON FOR BEGINNERS
Monday club social night: 8–10pm (except bank holidays)
£25 Joining Fee
Adults £4.50
Family £7.00 (up to 2 adults & 2 children)
Juniors £3.00

ALL COACHING FREE (Badminton England Coach)
Loads of fun for children and familes

BADMINTON CLUB NIGHT
Tuesday club night: 7.00–10.00pm
First night free to new members

ALL COACHING FREE (Badminton England Coach)
Intermediate level players always welcome

BADMINTON SENIOR NIGHT
Thursday senior league night: 8.15-10.15pm
The club is interested in players who wish to play at a league level.

The club participates in the salisbury district league – div2 mens and div2 
mixed and div3 mixed

MARNHULL TENNIS CLUB
THE NEW NORMAL?

IT’S GAME ON AT MARNHULL!
With Covid-19 precautions in place we are providing: 

• Singles and doubles play
• Club sessions Thurs evening and Friday morning
• Coaching and events
• Flexible playing options:
• Annual membership
• Monthly membership
• Pay and Play

 
All at affordable fees. Full information on our website

marnhulltennisclub.net 

New members, including beginners, welcome 
Contacts: Jeremy Hamer  01258 820809

Margaret Hunt 01258 821000

MARNHULL  CRAFT CLUB
Meets at 10:00am on the first Thursday of every month (except 

August) in

The Methodist Church Hall

Relax, meet new and old friends for coffee and chat. Use 
your skills and learn something new, in a friendly and relaxed 

atmosphere.

Sadly, we cannot meet at present. Watch out for news of our 
return!

More information from Mary Palmer, 01258 820232

PILATES CLASS
 Mondays at 9.30am for an hour in Marnhull Village Hall

Email: shirley.rutter@outlook.com

Tel: 07733 085 077

FRENCH & SPANISH 
CONVERSATION

Tuesdays @ 14.00 and 15.30 at The Hub
Want to get those little grey cells working? Then come along to 

French or

 Spanish conversation! This can complement your work with 
Duolingo or refresh  your memories of your O level days. For more 

information contact 

Ros Eveleigh on 821049.

MARNHULL BRIDGE CLUB
Marnhull Bridge Club meets in the Methodist Hall every Tuesday 

at 2 pm to play Chicago. 

New Players always welcome.

New Messenger Deadline: 14th JANUARY
E-mail all texts, announcements and other requests to: editor@marnhullmessenger.org.uk
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Salisbury: 01722 415141  |  Amesbury: 01980 676722  |  Tisbury: 01747 859359
Shaftesbury: 01747 213106  |  www.boatwrights.co.uk  |  sales@boatwrights.co.uk

Find the perfect property for 
the whole family this year.

Thinking of selling your home? For a quick, no obligation valuation  
visit www.boatwrights.co.uk or call our friendly, knowledgeable team.

http://www.calcottconstruction.co.uk/
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1) Large treeless plains in South America. (6)

4)  Simple shoe hollowed out from a single block of wood. (5)

6) Cathedral city in Cambridgeshire. (3)

7) Fish commercially used for caviar and its flesh. (8)

8) Type of protein derived from the beans of an Aslan plant. (4)

11) Tool resembling a large corkscrew used for boring holes. (5)

13) Abbreviation denoting a kind of brandy. (4)

15) 1,000,000,000. (7)

16) Parliament of the Isle of Man. (7)

17) Heraldic Insignia. (4)

19) The smallest city in wales hasa cathedral dedicated to this saint. 

(5)

21) Member of the indigenous people in the extreme north of 

Scandinavia. (4)

24) Shrub also called the butterfly bush. (8)

25) Large northern deer. (3) 

26) A shooting sport. (5)

27) Measure of capacity equal to 8 gallons. (6)

ACROSS

DOWN

1) Member of a people of short stature in equatorial Africa. (5)

2) Name of an ancient Greek philosopher and mathematician. (10)

3) Nickname for a military recruit or trainee. (5)

4) The male side of a family. (5)

5) Pair of small drums held between the knees. (6)

6) In Greek mythology the god of love. (4) 

9) Small willow of damp habitats with long flexible shoots used in 

basketwork.  (5)

10) Book of maps or charts. (5)

12) Pop duo consisting of Annie Lennox and Dave Stewart. (10)

13) Each of the A, E, I, O, and U are on of these. (5)

14) Woodland primula with yellow flowers. (5)

18) Hard form of limestone used in sculpture and building. (6)

19) Relating to hearing or sound. (5)

20) Perform in public without preparation.  (5)

22) First name of the husband of Tess of the d'Urbervilles. (5)

23) Collective noun for canines. (4)

All PUZZLE ANSWERS ON 
PAGE 28



31www.marnhullmessenger.org.uk   |   Issue 110  |   December 2020 / January 2021

MARNHULL 
MESSENGER

Quotations are FREE

Contact Andy 
07507 779000

We cater for 4 to 16 
persons, mini bus or cars
Covering all areas.

Edwards Taxis
0777 2231913

https://www.maclachlansolicitors.co.uk/
https://friarsmoorvets.co.uk/


http://www.harts.kitchen/

