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6 New Street, Marnhull, Dorset.  DT10 1PY

Telephone:  01258 821231

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 7th December at 7.00pm in the


 Village Hall

Present. 
       









Chairman
Cllr Vaughan






Cllr Lawson






Cllr T Jolly






Cllr Mrs P Jolly






Cllr Cullender






Cllr Hamer
Cllr Westbrook – NDDC Councillor

The Clerk – Mrs S Upshall

There were three members of the public present

1. The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed all those present.

2. The Chairman explained that Mr Harvey had resigned from the Council for business commitment reasons.

The clerk noted that Cllr Harvey was a signatory on the bank account and he needed to be removed, and Cllr Cullender kindly agreed to be an account signatory.  The clerk will get the relevant forms from the bank.
3. Public Consultation
Mr Tim Eveleigh raised several points, his notes recorded below.
I have just recently noted in the August Meeting minutes, that the Ward Councillor made a statement in which he reported that:  “following the receipt of a referral to the Ombudsman regarding the Sackmore Lane development, the Council was exonerated on all points raised”.   This is not what was written in the decision I received from the LGO.

As the Parish Council exhausted the complaints procedure available to them, with no compromise from the District Council, I think the Parish Council should be aware of important factors in the LGO decision process which considered my complaint and to hear what the LGO’s actual decision was.

For the LGO to find fault with a Council, two conditions need to be met.

1.  For fault to be found, there has to be an adverse affect on the complainant, or someone they are representing.  So unless someone has been seriously injured (like a baby getting abused due to failures by a Council’s Social Services), or their life ADVERSELY AFFECTED, the LGO will not consider these failures to be a fault

2.  The LGO will only find fault with a Council, if they consider that the eventual outcome has been affected by the Council failures.

So in essence, you have no chance to obtain an LGO finding of fault from a complaint concerning a planning issue, because the LGO judge that no-one can be adversely damaged from a planning decision. 

In my complaint, the LGO decided that the Council’s unanimous decision to approve the development was not affected by the Council’s failures and that no-one was adversely affected by the decision. Hence the LGO decision which was not what was reported by the Ward Councillor, but was as follows:  “The LGO were unable to find fault causing injustice in the actions of the Council towards Mr Eveleigh”

You may be interested in two of the District Council’s many failures, which the LGO agreed were failures, but decided that there was no fault (because of the loaded conditions above):

a.  The Council failed to upload over 80 objectors letters onto the website, when the applicants’ agent, Smiths Gore, were able to have all their documentation uploaded onto the Council website up to the date of the Development Management Committee (DMC).

b. The Chairman of the DMC failed to be mindful of over- familiarity whilst conducting a formal Council meeting.

Sadly, as I have explained above, the LGO arbitration system is heavily weighted in favour of Councils and I found the LGO to be exactly like the FSA during the Financial Crisis of 2007/8, Toothless, Myopic and Craven.  

The Council discussed the points raised by Mr Eveleigh and it was proposed by the Chairman that a further letter be written in January, by the Chairman to NDDC Planning Department.  This was seconded by Cllr Cullender and all were in favour. ACTION CHAIRMAN
Balance Pond Has the District Council still failed to find the Planning Conditions for the Surgery Development that they lost back in January 2015?  

The Balance Pond Is still ongoing and the Chairman is awaiting some further information from Cllr Dowden regarding this. ACTION CLLR DOWDEN
Neighbourhood Planning Group

I understand that Cllr Westbrook is on the Planning Policy Panel for the District Council.  Since joining the Panel, has she contacted the Chairman of the Marnhull Neighbourhood Planning Group to see what areas of District Planning Policy has affected the working of the village group and fed these points back to the District Council Planning Policy Panel?  

Cllr Westbrook replied to Mr Eveleigh saying that she would follow this up and contact the Chairman of the Neighbourhood Planning Group. ACTION CLLR WESTBROOK
Burton St South Side Due to the failure of the owners (The Johnstons) to cut their hedge back in a timely manner, the road is now some 2ft narrower due to leaves and debris building up over drains and the road surface.  This causes traffic to pull over to the North side onto the site line splay outside Weaver’s House, causing wear to a privately owned surface and damage to the concrete ramp that serves the properties of The Studio, Weavers House and The Old Meeting House.  If the Council will not do something about this, which was raised last year and again earlier this year, I shall be placing barriers along the line of our property.

The clerk has contacted the Johnstone’s numerous occasions regarding this.  They did come and cut the hedge back a couple of inches which is what they believe is sufficient.  Cllr Westbrook suggested that the clerk contact Roger Bell from Highways to get his advice/assistance on this matter.  She also explained that he is happy to attend Parish meetings and the Chairman asked the clerk to invite him along to February’s meeting.  Action Item 028/2015.

Mr Bill Young thanked the Council for their help with getting the pavement fixed outside his property and he noted that Roger Bell had been the person that had got the work done and he has his contact details which he will pass onto the clerk.
4. 2015/094 Apologies for Absence


Cllr Dowden.
5.  2015/095 Declaration of Interest. [Regarding Agenda Items.]

There were none.
     A.   GRANT OF DISPENSATIONS REGARDING DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY         INTERESTS WHEN SETTING ANNUAL PRECEPT.

            No changes reported.

6.    2015/096 Minutes 


           The minutes of the Council Meeting held on the 2nd November 2015, and the Planning

           Meetings on the 25th November 2015 were agreed and signed by the

           Chairman. 
6. Matters arising from the previous minutes.
The clerk has sent the relevant forms regarding Cllr T Wiles to NDDC.  

DAPTC grant of dispensations re precept – carried forward ACTION CLERK  
The clerk has contacted NDDC to make sure that the correct details are on the website.
The clerk has contact Palace Court to let them know that the Parish Council did not want to purchase the goal posts.
Monies to be spent was discussed at the Planning Meeting.
The Chairman thanks Cllr Jolly for laying the wreath at the Memorial Service.

Cllr Cullender has emailed Cllr Dowden regarding the ownership of the hedge along Chippel Lane but has yet to receive a reply. Carried forward ACTION

2015/097 Financial Matters

       A.            Payment Schedule-the total cost to the Parish Council for December was £6468.45.     This was agreed by the Council.


Cllr Jolly spoke with Chris Woods re the work over the winter, and there is still plenty for them to fill their time at the Recreation Ground and Cemetery.
B.      Financial Statements for the 1st November 2015, the clerk will circulate and it will be agreed electronically.
9.     2015/098 Planning Matters

There were no further planning matters to be discussed.
10.  (a) DCC - No Report.
11.  (b) NDDC – 

  
Cllr Westbrook explained that some new travellers had arrived at St James.  She 

Also explained that the grit in the layby at Todber will be spread soon.  The clerk 


noted that she had not received an invoice as yet, Cllr Westbrook said that she


would chase this up. ACTION CLLR WESTBROOK



Cllr Westbrook also noted that she had had a meeting with the BMV Partnership to 


see how things are going with the new partnership and if they are managing patient


numbers. ACTION CLLR WESTBROOK
    (c)PARISH. 

St Gregory’s Weathervane – It was proposed by Cllr Hamer that we contribute £500 towards the repair of the weathervane at St Gregory’s church, this was seconded by Cllr Cullender and all were in favour.
First Aid in Schools – It was proposed by Cllr Mrs Jolly that we pay the costs for the first aid training for the children in the two schools.  This is likely to be approx £185 + vat for each school.  This was seconded by Cllr Lawson and all were in favour.

Church Hill and New Street Drains – The Chairman explained that the drains on New Street and Church Hill needed clearing out.  The clerk will report these to DCC.  Action Item 029/2015.  Cllr Cullender explained that he had reported the blocked drains on Burton Street and he will follow this up to see if they have been cleared.
Recruitment of New Councillors – The Chairman explained that we are likely to be low on Councillors in the New Year due to Councillors moving out of the area.  He asked if everyone could try and bring a new Councillor onto the Council in the New Year by approaching people who they think may be interested in the Village.

The Chairman will send the clerk details of two prospective Councillors that he knows.

Recreation/Cemetery Deeds – This will be discussed further at the February meeting. Carried forward ACTION ALL
Risk Assessment – Cllr Jolly will forward the information he has to the clerk and it will be looked at in the February meeting. Carried forward ACTION ALL
Recreation Ground – Cllr Hamer is going to take this portfolio over when Cllr T Jolly leave the Council in the New Year.  

Cllr Jolly reported that the holes in the Rec have now been filled in.

He also reported that the defibrillator is now in place and the training will be provided on Saturday 12th December in the Village Hall.  He asked if the training could be promoted around the Village.  The Chairman will contact organisations that he thinks may like to attend the training.

Cllr Jolly also explained that someone will need to provide a monthly email to South and West Ambulance as an update regarding the Defibrillator.  Cllr Hamer kindly said that she would do this.


Councillor Name Plates – Cllr Hamer passed information she had gathered on the names plated for Councillors to use at meetings.  After discussion it was felt the best way forward was for her to get some samples of the Perspex variety that names cam be slipped in and out as they change and they will be decided on at the February meeting.  She will also look at the cost of badges to be used at Planning Meetings.
Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr Lawson reported that the amount of houses you have to build before you have to have some affordable homes has changed to eleven.  Cllr Lawson 

will prepare an article for January’s edition of the Marnhull Messenger with the criteria.

Cllr Lawson also reported on the progress with the WI-FI in the Village Hall.  He explained that the cost will be £3016.00 + VAT and he asked if the Parish Council would be happy to pay for it?  It was proposed by the Chairman that the Parish Council pay the installation cost, this was seconded by Cllr Mrs Jolly and all were in favour.

12. 2015/099 Actioned Items – 

           The action items were discussed.
13. 2015/100 Clerk’s Report

The clerk had nothing further to report.
14. 2015/101 Correspondence

          None

15. 2015/102 Chairman’s Urgent Business. 

The Chairman explained that sadly the work that was going to be carried out along New Street to help the parking and traffic situation to make it safer for the children going and coming home from school was now unable to take place.  This is due to the Church and houses being listed properties and as such signs could not be attached to any walls also for a number of reasons any enforcement would be difficult to enforce.
The clerk will contact Mrs Field and Mrs Hoare and discuss with them ways to take any further ideas forward as the parking still continues to be a problem.

The Chairman also gave all Councillors a thought for the holiday period in how to increase the standing of the Parish Council in the village. ACTION POINT ALL
The Chairman thanked the clerk and the councillors for all their hard work over the past year.

16. 2015/103 Date of next meeting/s

          Council Meeting Monday 1st February at 7pm in the Village Hall.

The meeting concluded at 8.30 pm.

Chairman………………………….  Date……………………..

