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We'll get there in the end...

Welcome back to your Marnhull Messenger Magazine.

I think I must have jinxed it last issue. There I was getting all excited 
for some village events and then restrictions are extended again. I was 
particularly looking forward to seeing 2 Foot Moose playing at the Legion 
next weekend.

Nevertheless I'm sure it's for the best and will make everything even 
more enjoyable when we can go back to "normal" or the "new normal" 
whatever that will be.

With a lot of the events being up in the air a bit, I've decided to postpone 
adding the calendar back into the messenger until next issue. That should 
give us enough time to know what's happening and give event organisers 
time to get their dates to me.

There's some amazing events being organised over the next few months, 
many of which in the new and improved village hall - I look forward to 
catching up with many of you at these.

REMINDER: Next month is our month off from the Marnhull Messenger 
and so the new article deadline is 14th August.

NEW EDITOR STILL REQUIRED
A new Editor is still being looked for, but for the time-being I'm delighted 
to continue... just with the help of some of my lovely team at Dorset Tech.

Stay safe Marnhull - looking forward to seeing you all soon 

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE

MID-DAY 14th July 
E-mail all texts, announcements and other requests to:

editor@marnhullmessenger.org.uk

MARNHULL MESSENGER CONTACT DETAILS

MARNHULL MESSENGER WEBSITE

WHO DO I CONTACT?
Any amendments or proposals for new pages in the messenger web site 
should be made to:

Chris Ryu   Email: editor@marnhullmessenger.org.uk 

Rosalind Eveleigh   Email: rseveleigh@icloud.com

SUBMIT YOUR EVENTS INTO 
A LIVE CALENDAR 
On the messenger website and they’ll be added to 
the printed one when it returns in the near future

www.marnhullmessenger.org.uk

MARNHULL MESSENGER DELIVERIES

It takes about 40 people, all of whom are volunteers, to collate and deliver 
The Marnhull Messenger to every home and business in the village.  We are 
extremely grateful to this dedicated team, without whom the magazine 
simply would not flourish.  

Whilst we always aim to deliver the magazine by the 1st of the month, 
from time to time illness, family commitments and a myriad of other 
personal issues can sometimes get in the way, resulting in the occasional 
late delivery.  Recently, there have been a few complaints from villagers, 
because they felt their copy of The Marnhull Messenger was delivered 
late.

It might be worth pointing out that if it is essential to you to receive the 
Marnhull Messenger by a particular date and it hasn’t arrived, then the 
Church, the two pubs and all the businesses in the village have spare 
copies available. 

Ian Gall – Chairman, The Marnhull Messenger Steering Group. 

https://dorset.tech
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STURMINSTER NEWTON MEDICAL CENTRE

CONTINUED PAGE RIGHT >>

 

Are you a person struggling either practically or emotionally 
with everyday life? Do you know someone who is vulnerable 
and in need of some assistance with shopping, getting to 
hospital, Dentist or Doctor? 
If the answer is yes to any of the above then we need you to tell us as follows: 

Transport    Ann Davis- Penson 07434-638485 or 01258 820456 

General help: Hilary Parker 01258 821667. 

Trevor Vaughan 01258 821636 

Trevor Vaughan 

Chairman 

Covid Vaccinations

The uptake of vaccines has continued to be amongst the highest in 
England, as clinics have continued at the Exchange in Sturminster 
Newton. At one clinic last month, almost 1600 patients were vaccinated 
in one day! By the 14th June, of the eligible patients of the Practice, 
81.3% had received their their 1st vaccine and 67.8% had received their 
2nd. 
Eligible patients have been sent text invitations, letters or telephone 
calls, so if you haven't received an invitation, please email us on 
bv..prescription@dorsetgp.nhs.uk or phone the surgery after 10:30to 
book in and update your details if you are one of these patients. 
If the date of the clinic doesn't suit you, please phone 119 or go onto the 
NHS website to book a mass vaccintation centre
https://www.nhs.uk/.../coro.../book-coronavirus-vaccination/

Heart Failure Clinics

Heart Failure Practice Nurse Led Clinic have started at the Abbey View 
Medical Centre in Shaftesbury for the whole of the Blackmore Vale 
Partnership.

If this applies to you, you will be invited to this clinic on your birthday 
month and if you are on medication you will need to have a blood test 
prior to this. This can be done at any of the sites, to suit you.

If you are unable to get to the Shaftesbury site, a telephone consultation 
can be arranged for you. 

Jane Dawes 

After 27 years in the NHS and the last 18 with the Blackmore Vale 
Partnership, Jane Dawes retired as Managing Partner on June 30th. 

Senior Partner with the Practice, Dr Simone Yule writes -  
 
"Jane has dedicated much of her life to practice management and the 
provision of primary care. I first had the privilege to work directly with 
Jane in 2014 when Sturminster Newton Medical Centre and Abbey View 
Medical Centre started talks which led to the merger of both practices in 
2015 to become the Blackmore Vale Partnership.

It has been an utmost honour to have Jane as a work colleague and 
friend. Her compassion, dedication and professionalism are second to 
none. She has worked relentlessly to improve the practice/patient 

relationship and has gained national recognition through her work with 
collaborative practice and the altogether better programme. We have 
the most amazing group of Health Champions and PPG thanks to Jane. 

The Blackmore Vale Partnership has gone from strength to strength 
under Jane's management, we have been a pioneering practice keen to 
innovate and pilot new opportunities that arise through NHSE directives 
due to Jane's strong and visionary leadership. 

She has left a legacy second to none, we have been so lucky to have 
worked with Jane, we will miss her dreadfully and thank her from the 
bottom of our hearts."

Jane has been succeeded as Managing Partner by Sara Froud, who has 
a wealth of NHS management experience having had a very successful, 
career both within Dorset Health Care and Primary Care. Sara has been 
working alongside Jane for 18 months, to ensure a smooth transition. 
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MARNHULL PARISH COUNCIL NEWSLETTER

Dear Villagers, 

Safer Streets in Marnhull 

Traffic surveys are taking place in a number of locations around the 
village, the first set of results are published in a separate article.  

Parish Council Meetings 

Delivering Covid-19 Secure Council Meetings 

Local councils including parish, town councils and parish meetings must 
return to holding physical meetings from May 7th 2021. The recent High 
Court ruling means that the facility to meet and make decisions using 
virtual meeting arrangements is no longer lawful. 

At the time of compiling this newsletter Marnhull Parish Council has in 
place a system of the clerk having delegated powers to act on behalf of 
the Council until a face-to-face meeting takes place. 

So, all communications etc should be sent or will be forwarded to the 
clerk for recording and or action. Check on - https://marnhull-pc.org.uk

But at the time of writing this article we are yet to find out when 
restrictions are to be lifted so keep an eye out on our website. 
Alternatively ring the clerk - 01258 821231 or me 01258 821636 for 
updates 

As of June 12th, Blackmore Vale Public House is establishing itself as a 
Bakery so well worth a visit for a loaf or cake? 

Lost a drone give me a call - 01258 821636 

THIS IS YOUR VILLAGE WHICH NEEDS YOUR HELP FOR THE FUTURE

Wish to volunteer, make a donation towards safer streets or have 
you any comments/views on the above if so contact me 
Cllr Trevor Vaughan. MBE
Contact me at trevor.mpc@gmail.com

 

NEWSLETTER 
A Message from the Chairman Trevor Vaughan MBE. 

Dear Villagers, 
 
Safer Streets for Marnhull 

Road Traffic Surveys are going to be done to determine the location of Speed Indicator 
Devices (SIDs) within the Village. The surveys will cost in the region of £900-00 we already 
have one donation but would be grateful of more. 

Dogs on leads. 

Still reports of unsocial behaviour with dogs not on 
leads if caught expect £100-00 fine 

Neighbourhood Planning status in Marnhull. 

Basically, it is currently dead in the water. The individual that led the initial push for it has 
since left the village and there have been no takers since, although the initiative was 
effectively put on hold due to COVID. Apart from a couple of Councillors, there were only 
ever at the most four other individuals involved or had expressed an interest. 

The only part of the plan that has come to fruition is the designation of the Neighbourhood 
Plan area, which is lodged with Dorset Council. This defines the area that the plan will 
encompass and it was decided that this would be the Parish Council area in totality. If there 
are any volunteers to pick it up. If we do, we would need to ensure that only really 
dedicated people are 'hired', as this is would be an onerous and long-term project. 

THIS IS YOUR VILLAGE WHICH NEEDS YOUR HELP FOR THE FUTURE 

Wish to volunteer, make a donation or have you any 
comments/views on the above if so contact me 

With all best wishes, 
Trevor 

Cllr Trevor Vaughan. MBE 
Contact me at trevor.mpc@gmail.com 

THE POPPIN CAFENHS DIRECT

We couldn't let the news that the POPPin has closed go by without 
saying a huge Thank you to Linda and her team for all the hard work 
they put in each month. Despite having an excellent team around her 
Linda was the driving force behind it, and her passion, enthusiasm and 
commitment shone through every month. 

To see around a hundred people, mainly Marnhull residents every single 
month enjoying their £1.50 Tea and cake was great to see. The chatting 
and laighter was a joy to see and hear. We will all miss our visits to the 
Village Hall on those very much looked forward to Fridays. So Thank 
you from us and all the other Marnhull residents who have enjoyed The 
POPPin so much. 

Jackie and David

The NHS is introducing an improved way to share information - called 
the General Practice Data  for Planning and Research data collection.  

NHS Digital will collect, analyse, publish and share this patient data to 
improve health care and care services for everyone. This includes: 

• informing and developing health and social care policy  

• planning and commissioning health and care services 

• taking steps to protect public health ( including managing and 
monitoring the coronavirus pandemic) 

• in exceptional circumstances, providing you with individual care 

• enabling healthcare and scientific research

Any data that NHS Digital collects will only be used for health and care 
purposes. It is never shared with marketing or insurance companies. 
This collection will start from 1 September 2021. 

If you do not want your identifiable patient data to be shared outside of 
your GP Practice for purposes except for your own care, you can register 
an opt-out with your GP practice. This is known as a Type 1 Opt-out.  
 
Type 1 Opt-outs were introduced in 2013 for data sharing from GP 
practices, but may be discontinued in the future as a new opt-out has 
since been introduced to cover the broader health and care system, 
called the National Data Opt-out. If this happens people who have 
registered a Type 1 Opt-out will be informed. 

NHS Digital will not collect any patient data for patients who have 
already registered a Type 1 Opt-out in line with current policy. If this 
changes patients who have registered a Type 1 Opt-out will be informed.  
 
If you do not want your patient data shared with NHS Digital, you can 
register a Type 1 Opt-out with your GP practice. You can register a Type 
1 Opt-out at any time. You can also change your mind at any time and 
withdraw a Type 1 Opt-out. 

If you wish to register a Type 1 Opt-out with your GP practice before 
data sharing starts with NHS Digital, this should be done by returning 
the form in the link below to your GP practice. If you have previously 
registered a Type 1 Opt-out and you would like to withdraw this, you can 
also use the form to do this.  
 
You can send the form by post or email to your GP practice or call 0300 
3035678 for a form to be sent to you. 

https://digital.nhs.uk/.../general.../transparency-notice
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Accounts Preparation

Self Assessment Tax Returns

Tax Consultancy

Drapers House, Market Place, 
Sturminster Newton,  DT10 1AS

www.sjcltd.co.uk 01258 471669 enquiries@sjcltd.co.uk

Simon John Christopher Ltd
Chartered Accountant & Tax Consultants
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
By the time you are reading this you will know if our 
charity night was allowed to go on. As I am typing 
this I must say that it looks most unlikely if all the 
newspaper rumours are true. Opening night appears 
to be somewhere in the middle to late July period. I 
am publishing the entertainment list more in hope 

tan anticipation but we must proceed as if all will be well, fingers and toes 
crossed. 

Another blow was received when Poppy Appeal Organiser Val Eslick 
announced she was standing down effective immediately due to a serious 
family event. Val stepped in when her husband Tony passed away and has 
done a great job. We cannot thank her enough for all she has done for us 
and she goes with our blessing and good wishes for the future. This of 
course leaves us without a PAO and although November seems a long way 
away it will come round soon enough. Is there anybody out there who 
fancies the job? Please get in touch. 
We were in the throes of organising a summer 4-a-side competition but 
that is looking for doubt. Maybe we can squeeze in some kind of truncated 
event but it will seriously impact on our revenue stream. 

Similarly the skittles league is trying to resurrect itself but even that is 
under threat. It normally starts in September but will there be enough 
teams to make it viable? Who knows? 
Also of course the quiz night on the 25th is under threat it's all wait and see 
at the moment as this has got to be submitted before any governmental 
announcement will be made. 

Not much in the way of good news this month but we are still here and as 
this will be the last Messenger till September look in the Spar or Robin Hill 
Stores or on the notice boards outside the gate for opening times. 

Our first jumble sales for a long time will be in August (hopefully), watch 
out for the date in the Blackmore Vale magazine. 

    ******************************************
For Branch business contact Jack Whitehead on 01258 820800 

or whiteheadjack51@gmail.com 
For Club business contact Tony on 01258 820397

July 3rd - Just Bertie

July 10th - Jeffers 'n' Jon plus Pete Howell 

July 17th - Nick 

July 24th - Quiz Night 

July 31st - Dale Fender Band

August 7th - Alto 

August 14th - Closed Night 

August 21st - Northern Soul Night

August 28th - Elvis 56

A very big THANK YOU to all who supported our deferred Help for Heroes 
plant sale on May 29th. We were very pleased to have raised over £660 
thanks to the generosity of so many who helped - from lending Marquee 
and gazebos, putting them up and taking them down, supplying us 
with an amazing collection of plants, baking cakes, etc to assisting at 
the event. Given the Covid restrictions, this result will be very much 
appreciated in Salisbury, especially as the total increase as sales at our 
gate continue. 
Diana and George Stephens

This new service started in April 2021. Cognitive Stimulation Therapy 
(CST) is a specific, effective and proven programme of themed activities, 
carried out over a 14 week period in small groups. It is a brief treatment 
for people diagnosed with mild to moderate dementia, which is proven 
to initially slow its progress and improve quality of life. 'Dementia' is 
an umbrella term, the two main types being Alzheimer's and Vascular 
dementia. CST was designed following extensive evaluation of research 
evidence, hence is an evidence based treatment.

• Improve the memory and thinking skills of most participants with 
mild to moderate dementia

• Participants who took part in CST have said there was an 
improvement in their quality of daily life 

• Helps participants and their carers cope with and live with dementia
• Enabling people to share their thoughts and feeling in a peer-

supportive environment
• Provides respite for carers

There will be a maximum of 8 people in each group, and each group 
will remain together for the duration of the programme. This allows 
people to get to know those in their group, and form friendships with 
each other. Each session will last 3 hours and include: CST, team games 
and refreshments. The main activity will last for an hour and will include 
a range of enjoyable activities that provide general stimulation for 
thinking, concentration, memory and the ability to connect with others. 
Each week will have a different theme such as:
• Current news and events 
• Past travel and geography 
• Childhood 
• Food
• Faces and scenes
• Words
• Numbers

ENTERTAINMENT AT THE LEGIONHELP FOR HEROES PLANT SALE

AGE UK - COGNITIVE STIMULATION THERAPY 
(CST)

For more information please contact 01202 530530 or email 
cst@ageukbped.org.uk
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6 New Street, Marnhull DT10 1PY

Tiling, Slating, Leadwork, Timberwork
New & re-roofing work undertaken

Nick Upshall 
Tel: 01258 821231

Mobile: 07801 851079
www.camelotbuilders.co.ukwww.camelotbuilders.co.uk

Pauline Mitchell

Soft Furnishing, 
Dressmaking & 

Alterations

The Chimes, 
3 St. Rumbolds Road, 

Shafetsbury
SP7 8NE

20 years experience

01747 853509

 
 
 
 
 
 

3 Newbury, Gillingham 
SP8 4QX  Opposite Lidl) 

 
Te. 01747 821010 

 
www.norddisdorset.org.uk 

 
 

Reg. Charity No. 1110328 

 

We can provide the following: 
New & used equipment 

Hire equipment 
Disposable items 

NHS hearing aid batteries 
Information & advice 

Volunteer opportunities 
Call us for information 

Open 10am to 4pm Tues & Thur 
 10am to 1pm Sat. 

 

 

Lavenders
Green

Complementary Therapies
Yoga, Reiki, Reflexology, Massage, Aromatherapy

Human Givens Psychotherapy/Counselling & 
Radionic Treatment

Tanya Green ITEC
Traditional Yoga Association
T:   01258 820410
M: 07729 301387
E: tanya@lavenders-green.com

Online Yoga classes available at
www.lavenders-green.com

http://www.camelotbuilders.co.uk/
https://www.theoldbank-marnhull.co.uk/
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  ............   .................EXPECT MORE

e-mail: info@farnfields.com or visit www.farnfields.com

At Farnfields Solicitors you can always expect 
a warm welcome combined with dedicated 
expertise and transparent straightforward 
pricing.  All in all, when choosing us you can 
expect far more peace of mind.

Marnhull
Computers

Specialists in the setup
and repair of all makes of

computers, laptops, tablets
and mobile phones 

- New computers
- Upgrades & Repairs
- Speed up slow computers
- Software rebuilds
- Virus/Malware removal
- Screen Replacement

Do you have an old or broken
computer and would

like to safely recover treasured
documents or pictures?

Based in the village with over 35 years
experience and supplier to The Crown Inn

Call Mark on 01258 821686
or email

mark@marnhullcomputers.com

https://farnfields.com/
http://info@accountancyplusdorset.co.uk
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ALL DAY SUNDAY
MARNHULL STORES

8am - 8pmNOW 
OPEN

http://www.hawtreeandsons.co.uk/
https://williams-florist.co.uk/
https://www.marnhullrbl.co.uk/
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•  All aspects of tree surgery
•  Dismantling and felling
•  Pruning
•  Tree disorders and solutions
•  Tree pest and disease analysis

Telephone 01747 850 253
e-mail info@hawesarborists.co.uk

We are very proud to have received Arb Approved contractor status 
and are covered by the Government accredited Trust Mark scheme.

NPTC Certifi ed • Tech.Arbor.A Qualifi ed
All work carried out to BS3998 Standards

https://www.bmvfootcare.co.uk/
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ST GREGORY'S CHURCH LETTER FROM THE DEAN OF SALISBURY

A street art installation in Salisbury's High Street features the words 
"WHAT IF WE..." emblazoned across the top of a blackboard. Passers-by are 
invited to chalk their hopes and aspirations beneath. I read through the 
responses this morning and some of them made me smile. 

One reads "What if we... all had more ice-cream." That gets my vote. 
Another reads "What if we...had an underground skate park." Niche. Many 
more are really heartening, the sorts of pleas for peace, reconcilliation 
and environmental sustainability that are a feature of most church 
intercessions boards. 

This year I have had the privilege of chairing the Diocesan Vacancy in See 
Committee. We have now produced our statement of what we believe 
we need in our new Bishop. I am hugely grateful to the Committee's 
members for their strenuous efforts in its compilation. 

One of the disciplines we had to learn as we worked was that of reminding 
ourselves that we were not embarked upon a churchy version of that 
piece of art. We were not setting out a wish list of everything that would 
be "nice to have" in a new Bishop.

No: our tasks was to discern what we might need in a new Bishop. That is a 
very different exercise because it starts from a very different place. It starts 
not with our agenda, but with God's. "He measures us by our needs, and 
we must not measure Him by out impatience", as Jeremy Taylor writes. 

Accordingly, after much prayer and widespread consultation, we have 
prioritised five qualities. We believe we need a holy bishop, a visionary 
bishop, a courageous bishop, a unifying bishop, and a visible bishop. Y

et because the agenda is God's and not ours we know that when our new 
Bishop is appointed s/he may be all of those things - and may still tell us 
things we don't wish to hear and lead us down paths we have not yet 
followed. 

We pray that the six Diocesan representatives who will serve on the Crown 
Nominations Commission will work effectively with their colleagues from 
the national Church to realise God's will for our needs. 

And if the next Bishop of Salisbury gives us all more ice-cream then I for 
one will not be complaining... 

You are invited to "Coffee, Cake and Company", at St Gregory's 
Church every Friday morning from 9am to 10:30am. 

This has been started in response to the pandemic during which many 
people have been separated from friends, family and their usual social 
contact, so this is a way to connect with others in a safe place. 

So why don't you come along and join us for delicious home made cake, 
great coffee and a selection of teas. 

Any remaining Covid-19 restrictions will be followed

PENNY HOLDEN

an invitation to a service to celebrate her life
at 

St Gregory's on Saturday 24th July at 10:30am 

Some Messenger readers will remember Penny Holden as an active 
villager who lived in Ham Lane for over 30 years. Penny died in January 
last year - well into her 90s. 

Sadly, Covid meant our plans to bring her ashes to Marnhull and for her to 
'come home' had to be delayed.

Now, though, we are pleased to be having a service and we would offer a 
warm invitiation to Marnhull friends to join us at St Gregory's to celebrate 
her long life and her connection to the village she loved, while saying 
'farewell'. 

You would also be most welcome to join us, her family, for coffee afterward 
at The Crown. 

CHURCH FETE
St. Gregory's Church Fete will take place on Bank holiday Monday, 30th 

August 2021 at 2:00pm.

Please look out for posters and more information around the village 
nearer the time. 
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THE METHODIST CHURCH OUR LADY'S CHURCH

Catholic Church of Our Lady, Marnhull & St. Benedict's, Gillingham 
(www.marnhullandgillinghamrc.org.uk) 
Sunday Masses - 9:30am (Marnhull) / 11am (Gillingham) 
Significant dates 
July 
1 - Saint Oliver Plunket, Bishop & Martyr (Memorial) (1629 - 1681) 
Archbishop of Armagh and Primate of All Ireland, he was hanged, drawn 
and quartered in London on 1 July 1681: the last Catholic martyr to 
suffer in England. His body is enshrined at Downside Abbey (Somerset) 
2 - Dedication of Our Lady's, Marnhull (1832) 
3 - Saint Thomas,  Apostle (Feast) (1st Century) Doubted the 
resurrection, until he saw the Lord for himself.  
11 - Sea Sunday For all who sail the seas to ensure our safety and 
comfort: and for families left behind, that they might know stability and 
peace. 
22 - Saint Mary Magdalene (Feast) St Mary Magdalene (1st c), originally 
from Magdala in Galilee, was one of the Lord's disciples. She remained 
with him during his agony on the cross. According to the Gospels of St 
Mark and St John, she was the first to see Christ after his resurrection.  
23 - Saint Bridget of Sweden, Religious, Patron of Europe (Feast) 
Happily married, she brought up eight children including Saint Catherine 
of Sweden. As a widow, she founded a religious community (Brigettines). 
August 
6 - Transfiguration of The Lord (Feast) 
9 - Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross, (Edith Stein) (Feast) St Teresa 
Benedicta (1891 - 1942) was born Edith Stein. The eleventh child 
of a Jewish family in Poland, she was a popular lecturer and writer. 
Converting to Catholicism in 1922, she joined the Carmelites, but was 
arrested and gassed at Auschwitz on 9 August 1942. 
10 - Saint Lawrence, Deacon & Martyr (Feast) (+258) Roasted to death 
on a gridiron. 
15 - The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Solemnity) 
Commemorates Our Lady's passing, body and soul, into Heaven.  
24 - Saint Bartholomew, Apostle (Feast) St Bartholomew (1st Century) 
preached the Gospel after Pentecost in Arabia, India and Armenia, where 
he was flayed alive. He is the patron of tanners. 

Parish People 
John Edgely (Eion) Chrichton died on the 22nd of May and his funeral 
was at Our Lady's on the 14th June. May he rest in peace.  
Andrew Marlborough was ordained to the diaconate on the 19th of June 
at St Joseph's, Parkstone. 
Albert Lawes was ordained to the priesthood on the 25th of June at 
Plymouth Cathedral. 

Our Parish Priest 
Father Martin will be moving at the end of August to take up residence 
at the Cathedral House in Plymouth. The Bishop has agreed with 
Buckfast Abbey that Father Francis Straw, monk of that Abbey, will come 
to Our Lady's and St Benedict's and the Diocese is grateful for this. The 
agreement is to be reviewed after a year.  
Thank you Father Martin for your wonderful service, support and 
friendship over the many years you have been with us. We will miss you 
very much, but send you all our best wishes and prayers for the future.

Hayden Williams
 
Hayden is still in Dorchester Hospital and hopes to be transferred to 
Poole soon where there is a specialist stroke and brain injury unit. 
Although still seriously ill, he has been able to listen to some cricket and 
music on the radio. 

We continue to hold Hayden in all our thoughts and prayers together 
with his parents, Ron, Sally and the rest of the family, and the nurses, 
doctors and others who are caring  for him. May they all receive God's 
grace and strength at this time. 

Church Services
 
Since Easter, when we have held services, we have concluded by moving 
out of the Church to stand on the adjoining grass area and singing one 
of the wonderful range of Methodist hymns. We hope our neighbours 
have enjoyed hearing them as much as we have enjoyed singing them! 

At the time of writing, we expect to be able to hold services every 
Sunday in July and August. Details of Covid advice and regulations are 
not yet available but these will be followed when they are announced. 

Superintendent Minister
 
After eight years our Superintendent minister, Rev Paul Arnold, is moving 
to 'pastures new' in Herefordshire. Paul will be leaving at the end of July 
and our new Superintendent Minister, Rev Lin (Linda) Francis, begins 
work on 1st September. Everyone in Marnhull and throughout the Yeovil 
and Blackmore Vale District blesses and thanks Paul for his leadership, 
guidance and pastoral care throughout those eight years and, especially, 
over the challenging past year. 

Rev Lin is coming to Dorset from her current position as Superintendent 
Minister in the Banbury Methodist Circuit. She is married to Geoff and 
they will be living in the manse in Gillingham. We look forward to Lin's 
arrival and pray for her and Paul as they begin work in new settings at a 
challenging time. 

Youth Work
 
The Girls Brigade have been meeting in the church hall again weekly 
from 6:15pm on Wednesday (under appropriate restrictions) and will 
continue until 7th July when they begin their summer break. 

They will restart on 8th September. All girls are welcome to return and 
any new girls are welcome to contact the Captain, Rachael Findlay on 
07771 897262. 

Hire the Hall
 
The initial easing of Covid safety measures allowed our church hall to 
be used by groups of limited numbers who can guarantee to follow all 
Covid-19 government regulations in force at the time. 

We are pleased to have been able to welcome the Pilates group and are 
looking forward to welcoming many old friends in the coming months. 
For more information, contact Mrs. Marlene Plowman on 01258 820869. 
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The Marnhull Hub & Repair Café opened for 
business as planned on May 22nd and will 
be open every Saturday between 10:00 and 
12:00 (with the exception of July 17th, when 
the Village Hall hosts the Flower Show). At the 
time of writing, all activity has been taking 
place on the patio at the Marnhull Village 
Hall, but by the time you read this it is hoped 
that the Covid restrictions will have ended, 

and that people will be permitted indoors once again.

Sioban, who set up the Hub two years ago, said: "The sessions that 
have taken place so far have been very well attended, and several items 
have been taken in and repaired, saving them from land-fill! Tea, coffee, 
biscuit, and cake sales have also been buoyant. 

"Recycling has been continuing at the old address and will continue here 
until the new facilities are in place at the Village Hall. Remember that we 
can take many things that the Council will not!

"If you would like to volunteer to help with repairs, do please get in 
touch. If you watch BBC's The Repair Shop, you will know how satisfying 
it can be to bring new life to someone's treasured possessions!"

Up-to-date information is available on the Hub's Facebook page (search 
for "Marnhull Hub and Repair Café") and webpage at 
www.marnhullhub.org.uk

We are now blessed with a fine 
newly-refurbished hall, thanks 
to the incredible generosity of 
those who contributed to the 
project and those who led the 
project over the years. We have 
just settled the last invoice for 
work directly associated with this 

project: it is now possible to let you know from where the money has 
been gleaned and how it has been spent. 

Where the Total Funding of £244,684 came from
There were two income principal sources: the first was a range of 
charitable institutions and local government, the second was from 
Marnhull residents and societies. Between the two, the highly impressive 
sum of £244,684 was raised.

The second source of finance was from Marnhull Residents and Societies

The Trustees plan to establish a donor board of honour to recognise all 
those groups and individuals who gave so generously.

And how was the raised amount of £244,684 spent?

After a round of competitive tendering overseen by the appointment 
architects, PCRW who are based in Shaftesbury, the contract to refurbish 
the hall was awarded to Calcott Construction. The project began in June 
2020 and was completed in November 2020. There were seven stage 
payments the last of which was made on June 4th 2021. 
Items of expenditure are as follows:

The Village Hall Improvement: the financial ‘Ins and Outs’ 
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£92,749.  
 

The principal architect 
of this fundraising was 
Steven Boyce to whom 
the Trustees owe a 
considerable debt of 
gratitude. 

 

The contribution from 
Marnhull Residents and 
Societies came to an 
astonishing  

£151,935 
The Trustees are hugely 
grateful for all 
contributions, many of 
which were given 
anonymously. 
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Currently there is a remaining balance of £13,927 which the trustees 
have set aside for further improvements. 
The year-end accounts will be subject to scrutiny by the Village Hall 
accountants, 'Pro-Business' of Wells at the end of the financial year; the 
accounts will be available for the AGM in November. 

Rob Norton 
Marnhull Village Hall 
Treasurer
June 2021
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MARNHULL FLOWER SHOW
There is still time for you to pick up your Marnhull Flower Show 
programme (available at Robin Hill Stores and the Spar) and enter your 
wonderful, flowers, fruit, vegetables, arts & crafts and photography. 
See you Saturday 17th July at the Recreation Ground.
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THE LYCRA LADS TOUR DE ISLE OF WIGHT

Any keen cyclists will know that it is a sport of 
coffee, cake, and garish tight-fitting clothing. 
Members of St Greg's PTFA are aware of this 
fact and so it was that the challenge of cycling 
around the Isle of Wight came into being. After 
all, how hard can it be to drink coffee, eat cake 
and sport garish lycra?
What we had repressed was that we are all now 
in fact Middle Aged Men In Lycra (mamils) 
and many years of excessive cake and coffee 
consumption had in fact made cycling 100km 

a significant challenge, in some ways perhaps a life changing challenge, 
more on that a little later. 

St Gregory's is immensely proud of its swimming pool, former pupils 
will have fond memories of fun and mischief whilst schooling there and 
the pool will have been a highlight, creating long lasting memories. The 
PTFA took on the Tour de Isle of Wight to give the current crop of school 
children the opportunity to create lifelong memories as well as lofelong 
skills. When the challenge was conceived little did we know we'd be 
tapping into prodigious goodwill, it is an understatement to say we have 
been overwhelmed by the donations which stand at close to £5000, yes 
that's not a typo £5000. Chapeau! 

Challenges of endurance always start long before they take place, to 
prepare oneself for cycling 100km, training had to be undertaken or 
endured depending upon the weather, readers may recollect how wet 
May was, wetter than an otter's pocket in fact. Many of our brethren had 
not ridden for many years and so squeezing into lycra and reacquainting 
ourselves with razorblade width saddles represented some of the 
less glamorous elements of the training. Bikes fully serviced or even 
purchased we readied ourselves as best we could, not easy given our 
busy lives. 
In total, 14 riders took up the challenge, blissfully one of them being a 
native of the IOW, this meant that we were able to cycle the route safe 
in the knowledge there would be no wrong turns, nor were we going to 
short-change our sponsors by cycling less than 100km. 

The day commenced with roll call at 05:30 before embarking to the ferry 
terminal at Lymington on a 
glorious morning chock-full 
of sun and much promise. The 
sailing to Yarmouth afforded 
the opportunity for banter to 
begin in earnest, fuelled of 
course by the a fore mentioned 
coffee and cake. 

Our route was to take us anti-
clockwise around the island and what a wonderful place it is, anyone 
who has not yet been should really make it a must do. As cyclists it is a 

genuine treat, enough hills to keep you honest 
and in turn providing epic vistas. Nearly all 
the roads in excellent condition, considerate 
drivers, coffee stops galore, fish and chips, the 
list goes on and on. 

A little over halfway we made our lunch stop, 
savouring bacon butties and some well-earned 
time out of the saddle. I suspect some found 
it difficult to reignite the boilers when we set 

off afterwards, a lazy day in the sun was what most around us were 
enjoying, we on the other hand still had a fair way to go. Even at this 
point some of the team were entering unchartered territory in terms 
of their longest rides. Each step of the way we endeavoured to stick 
together, sometimes the group split but we reformed, like a rock band 
who've spent all their wealth. Teamwork making the dream work! This 
was shared venture and oh what fun we had, even when things started 
to get tough as the sun bore down on us. 

A ride through Ryde was a highlight of the day as we promenaded along 
the sea front, admiring the view across to the spinnaker at Portsmouth, 
all feeling rather surreal it must be noted in the wake of this long period 
of lockdown, finding ourselves weaving between holidaymakers and day 
trippers enjoying the full ice cream experience on the beach. Our brief 
sojourn with the masses over we headed for chain ferry at Cowes and 
the final leg of our ride. 
The feeling amongst the group for the 
last stretch was one of fatigue, reflection, 
and pride. The group rallied and left no 
man behind as we made our way back to 
Yarmouth, fuelled by jellybeans, charity, 
and the question of how much 
sunburn have we suffered. 

Having achieved what we set out to, 
there were mixed emotions, no wild 
celebrations, some relief: yes, some 
regret that it was over: most certainly. And so, this writer believes that 
this is simply the first of many endeavours that the team should and will 
undertake, a bond has been forged and memories created that will last 
a lifetime. 
As we tot up the total money raised and we ready the pool for children 
we can reflect and thank all that supported us on this ride, each penny 
raised will make a difference to the children, each pupil now has a 
chance to learn a valuable life skill and whisper it, may also have some 
fun and mischief whilst in the pool, in turn creating their own long-
lasting memories.

Special mentions in dispatches: 
- Debbie, Julian, Alice & Imogen 
for their support on the route. 
- Chris for his navigation and 
calming influence at the front of 
the peloton 
- Dan B for 3 punctures  
- Dan B, Dan W, Atul, Tom H & Gia for each tumbling off their steeds with 
good grace
- Dan V for giving up smoking and we hope making a life changing 
decision to do so. 
- All our sponsors, thank you all so very, very much. You have helped 
make memories that will last a lifetime for us riders and the children of St 
Greg's School. 
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St Albans's Class  
This week, St Albans have spent the day 
at Springhead Trust. The children worked 
in teams to build dens, search for different 
water inhabitants as well as enjoy time in 
the evening having a BBQ, bonfire and play 
some campfire games. We are now using the 

experiences to inspire our persuasive writing and Science topic ofr this 
term. 

St Francis' Class  
St Francis Class have enjoyed focussing on the G7 summit as part of 
their topic of What a Wonderful World. They have written letters to the 
leaders of the G7 summit to make it clear what they thought should be 
discussed at the conference. The children made it very clear that their 
voices should be heard about the concerns of global warming, the 
coronavirus and protecting our environment. This also tied in with their 
learning of the Song, Gee 7, and choosing their own projects connected 
to the number 7: 7 continents, 7 stormy seas and the 7 wonders of the 
ancient world to name but a few. 

St Mark's Class  
We have had an exciting week discussing and thinking about ways that 
we can look after our wonderful planet. The children loved learning 
about the work of David Attenborough, his research and knowledge on 
so many living creatures and his message to us all about how we can 
protect our planet and all living things. 

The children listened and responded to a range of the problems and 
solutions to issues such as pollution, waste / recycling, saving water and 
the use of plastic. We all thoroughly enjoyed the deep conversations, 
discussions and debates which the children participated in and we look 
forward to continuing this topic for the rest of this term.  

St Anthony's Class 
We started this half term with a virtual 
deep sea dive investigating all the amaz-
ing 
creatures that live in the ocean. The book 
'One day on Our Blue Planet' was a super 
introduction to sea dwelling creatures 
and the children learnt some interest-
ing facts. Their favourite fact was that 
dolphins sleep with one eye open! The 
children will continue to build their 
knowledge of oceans learning how to 
look after our seas and the creatures that 
live in them. With thoughts of sea 
adventures on their minds the children 
learnt about using maps and compasses. 
They loved making their own compasses! 

St Mary's Explorers Preschool
The weather this term has been glorious and the children have spent 
a lot of time enjoying our outdoor space. They have been working on 
building their core strength through running, jumping and balancing. 
We have been donated some lovely wooden planks which are great for 
creating obstacle courses to balance along. Building a strong core is 
really important as it will ensure the children develop the correct posture 
and control which is essential for writing. Water play has been a hit with 
the children in the hot weather and it's lovely seeing all the smiles on 
their faces.

St Mark's Class  
We have had an exciting week discussing and thinking about ways that 
we can look after our wonderful planet. The children loved learning 
about the work of David Attenborough, his research and knowledge on 
so many living creatures and his message to us all about how we can 
protect our planet and all living things. The children listened and  
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01963 371123
07791 588141 

www.yenstonewalling.co.uk

Patrick Houchen
DSWA member
CIS registered

Yenstone Walling Ltd
Dry Stone Walling and Landscaping

All types of stone walling undertaken

                                                R&S 

LEWIS JOINERY 
 

Purpose made fitted wardrobes 

bookcases, cupboards, 

hardwood windows,  

doors & gates. 

lewisjoinery@hotmail.com 

01258 820467 

Workshop 01963 363862 

PLUMBWOOD
For all domestic plumbing repairs:
taps, toilets, radiators, showers

etc - no job too small.

Call Tim and Helen Cronin
01258 820520/07780 673053

Woodwork projects also
undertaken

Services include:
Painting & Decorating, Internal & External Property repairs,
Kitchen and Bathroom re-modelling. House clearances

Revsol Property Services are also licensed waste carriers 
and undertake house clearances and deep cleans 

For further information call Duncan on Main line: 01258 820870 
Mobile: 07966 016686 or Matt on 07483 822245 

email revsol@outlook.com

Providing competitive Property Maintenance Services for both 
residential and commercial properties to home owners, Letting 
agencies and Landlords throughout Dorset, Somerset and Wiltshire.

https://www.ajs-plumbingandheating.co.uk/
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Struggling with Anxiety,
Depression

Relaaonships, Idenaty
Grief or loneliness?

0774 702 4880

admin@w-p-c.org.uk

www.w-p-c.org.uk

for professional, affordable 
face to face individual or 
couple counselling locally

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 

Domestic        Commercial       Ecclesiastical 
All Aspects of Design, Installation, Inspections & Repair works 

                 
Contact Ed Cudlip on 01258 820161 or 07956281644 

Email: hookelectrical@gmail.com 

 

 

https://wessexcp.co.uk/
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MARNHULL WALKS - RAMBLES AND 'SHORTS'

MARNHULL ROAD SPEED SURVEY

The Marnhull walks have restarted! Covid restrictions lifted enough in 
May to allow our regular (pre-Covid) walks to resume.

The group is a loose assembly of people who enjoy walking in the 
countryside but there is no committee, membership or constitution. 

We meet on the second Thursday of the month for the Short Walk, 
about 3 miles, and on the last Thursday (which may be the fourth or fifth 
Thursday depending on the month) for the longer Ramble, about 4 - 7 
miles. We base ourselves on a pub or café within a few miles of Marnhull 
where those who wish to can stay for a sociable meal after the walk. 

Different people volunteer to lead a walk (more leaders always needed!), 
liaise with a suitable pub or café where we meet beforehand, recce the 
route in advance, and then point the way for the walkers on the day. 

The Countryside Code is followed regarding gates, footpaths, litter, 
etc. Well-behaved dogs are welcome provided they are on leads near 
livestock and/or if the walk leader requests it. 

The walks are usually advertised on the village website / Facebook page 
and on posters displayed on the village notice boards and in Spar and 
Robin Hill Stores a week or two before the walks. 

During lockdown many new people have moved to Marnhull - a difficult 
time to settle in and meet people. Anyone is welcome to join any of the 
walks. For more information please contact... 

Elaine Spencer-White 01258 821631 - elainesw48@gmail.com or 

Anne Dowsett 01258 821534 - anne.dowsett@virgin.net

At the May Parish Council meeting, councillors agreed to go ahead 
with a road speed survey covering five locations within the village. 
These locations were Salisbury Street, New Street, Church Hill, Burton 
Street and Sodom Lane. The Dorset Road Safety Team installed the 
survey equipment on Monday the 10th May and the survey was carried 
out between the 11th and 17th May, recording traffic speeds in both 
directions at each location. 

The purpose of the survey was twofold. The primary aim was to 
determine whether or not there is sufficient speeding to warrant the 
installation of a Speed Indicator Device (SID) in any of these locations. 
A secondary aim was to publish some hard data to compare to the 
concerns that have been aired for some time regarding speeding in the 
village. 

The resulting data has since been processed by the Road Safety Team 
and is showing some interesting results which are summarised below.  
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Salisbury Street (40mph limit) 
Direction Traffic Count Threshold Mean Speed 

Southwest 1498 40.4 35.9 

Northeast 1538 36.7 30.4 

 

Church Hill (30mph limit) 
Direction Traffic Count Threshold Mean Speed 

South 566 37.3 30.8 

North 644 31.1 24.0 

 

Burton Street (30mph limit) 
Direction Traffic Count Threshold Mean Speed 

West 694  28.0 22.4 

East 711  24.2 18.6 

 

Sodom Lane (30mph limit) 
Direction Traffic Count Threshold Mean Speed 

West 441  32.9 27.0 

East 479  34.2 26.4 

 

New Street (30mph limit) 
Direction Traffic Count Threshold Mean Speed 

East 720 35.4 28.8 

West 734 32.3 25.9 

 

In order for a location to be eligible for a SID, the threshold speed must be 10% + 2 mph over the speed 
limit, i.e. 35mph in a 30mph zone or 46mph in a 40mph zone. This threshold is set to be the speed at 
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In order for a location to be eligible for a SID, the threshold speed must 
be 10% + 2 mph over the speed limit, i.e. 35mph in a 30mph zone or 
46mph in a 40mph zone. This threshold is set to be the speed at which 
85 percent of vehicles are travelling at or below. As you can see from 
the results of the survey, Church Hill and New Street are eligible and the 
council will now consider the next steps to be taken.

It should be noted that whilst the other locations are not suitable for 
a SID, this does not mean that the survey did not find any evidence of 
speeding traffic. The detailed data provided showed that there was 
evidence of speeding in all locations, but some not consistently enough 
to meet the threshold criteria. 

The Marnhull Community Speed Watch (CSW) group already covers 
four of the five locations and is planning to add the fifth - Burton Street 
- into its permitted sites if the police assessment allows. So, whilst only 
two survey locations qualify for a SID, the CSW can continue to act 
as a deterrent. Having recently recruited a significant number of new 
volunteers and with the easing of Covid lockdowns, it is hoped that the 
group will soon be able to resume more frequent sessions. 

Incidentally, at a recent CSW / Trucam session in Crown Road, a speeding 
vehicle travelling at 40mph in the 30mph section was caught with hte 
police camera and will by now have been issued with a fixed penalty 
notice. Hopefully that will be at least one more driver having to think 
seriously about road safety!

Rob Cullender 
Marnhull Parish Council
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POPPIN CAFE CLOSING DONATIONSSHERPHERDS FARM SHOP NOW OPEN IN 
MARNHULL

GERALD SEAMAN 

Finally, summer arrived! Over the past month since 
announcing the POPPin's closure we have received 
many kind comments, cards and emails which we 
have all appreciated so much, Thank you!
All the equipment has now been donated to the 
Marnhull Village Hall and will be available to any 
groups or individuals that the hire the hall, so you 
will be seeing those cheery little mugs again for 
sure! 

Having had our accounts independently audited by Roger Hills, we 
have also been in the very fortunate position to be able to donate our 
closing funds of £454.15 to Dorset and Somerset Air Ambulance. Many 
of you will remember the crazy little helicopters that we crafted for table 
decorations back in 2018 when we raised funds for this amazing local 
charity. 
Thank you all once again for the brilliant support you gave the POPPin, 
so many great memories. 
With best wishes, 
Linda, Jill, Sue, Lynda, Anne, Rosie and Audrey

We are a family run business and are very excited to have opened up our 
new farm shop in the village. We are offering home grown and baked 
local, fresh and very tasty foods. 
We will be selling not just meats from our farm 
(beef, lamb & goat) but also local farmer's produce 
too of milk, cream, cheese, honey, rice pudding, 
ice cream, eggs, and game, along with tasty bakes 
- quiches, cakes, biscuits. Also a delicious range of 
homemade jams, chutneys and sauces. There will 
be gifts from nearby suppliers, charcoal and wood, 
dog, chicken and bird feeds, and when Christmas 
arrives there will be trees galore! 
We feel we are extremely lucky to live and work 
in such a beautiful part of Dorset and as tenants 
on a Dorset Council Farm we are incredibly proud to be able to have this 
opportunity to open up our shop in the village. 
You will find our shop nestled on our farm, with plenty of parking, and 
you will be greeted with a warm welcome by either me, my husband, 
or our teenage children who will be lending a hand! (school holidays of 
course!)
We are open every day 9-2  and longer hours in the summer months. 
Wednesdays we are closed. This will be a day to catch up with 
paperwork, orders and a trip to the market! 
How to find us. We are situated on the right, half way along the little cut 
through lane between the end of Pleck going towards Walton Elm. Or 
from the Crown Inn, follow the road for half a mile, towards Sturminster 
Newton. At the sharp left hand bend (with the grass island & signposts) 
turn right. We are halfway along on the left hand side. DT10 1QG. 
Telephone 07866 984323. 
You can find us on Facebook, Instagram or on our website 
www.shepherdsfarmshop.com

We look forward to seeing you soon!  
Maria Robinson

BBC 3 has recently held a week-long celebration of Stravinsky. You may 
regularly enjoy the channels Composer of the Week. 
 
Now continue that Russian theme with Professor Gerald Seaman, a well-
known international authority on Russian music. His career gave him a 
unique insight into the Russian system of music education, being able to 
visit music specialist schools (an exceedingly rare experience for Western 
visitors), to attend the 
Union Soviet Composers 
and meet with many 
outstanding musicians 
including Shostakovich. 
 
To hear Gerald's talk, 
which would normally be 
held in Henstridge Village 
Hall, link into the Zoom 
talk on Tuesday 6th July 
at 3pm. 

To do this or if you would 
like to share you newly 
acquired lockdown skills 
with u3a groups please 
contact Susan Kidd 
skiddsbvu3a@gmail.
com.

  

 

For more information about Blackmore Vale U3A 

call 01963 31077 or visit our website 
www.u3a.org.uk 

 

Blackmore Vale 

 
Tuesday 6th July 

ZOOM opens 2.30pm       
Speaker 3.00pm 

Professor Gerald Seaman 
My Musical Life in Russia 

or 

How I Nearly Became James Bond 
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572546 C6413

01258 47460501258 474605
24hr Gas Safe and Oftec Registered Engineers

Boilerwise Ltd
Specialist Boiler Engineers
Repair, Service, Maintenance and Replacement of OIL and GAS Boilers.
Heating System Fault Diagnosis and Repair. Landlord Certifcates,
Systems Surveying and Power Flushing. ©

L
W

http://www.regencyrenovations.co.uk/
https://www.comptonsmith.co.uk/
http://www.boilerwiseltd.co.uk/
http://jacaranda-music.com/TaxiCar.html
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All aspects of electrical work undertaken
• New installations and rewires
• Alterations and additions
• Consumer unit (fuseboard) upgrades
• Fault finding and repairs
• Condition reports
• Heating controls and systems

Ben Hannam Electrical Contractor

4 Musbury Close, 
Marnhull

Tel: 01258 808 329 • Mobile: 07914 760 295 • Email: benhannamelectrical@gmail.com
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THE FRIENDS OF BLANDFORD HOSPITAL ARE 
LOOKING FOR HELP...

JULIA'S HOUSE - HIGHEST RANKED HOSPICE 
CHARITY IN THE UK IN BEST COMPANIES 
SURVEY DESPITE CHALLENGES OF PANDEMIC

In an unprecedented year of challenges, Julia's House, the Dorset and 
Wiltshire children's hospice, has been ranked 12 in the Top 30 Charities 
nationally in the 2021 Best Companies survey - the highest ranked 
hospice or palliative care charity in the UK (announced 21 May). The local 
charity has been ranked 70th in the Large Companies list compiled by 
the national survey. 

Julia's House retained its 2-star ranking, officially described as 
'Outstanding', despite the charity having been severely impacted by 
lockdown and social distancing restrictions. At one point up to 60 per 
cent of its staff were furloughed, with its shop closed for several months 
and fundraising events postponed or cancelled. 

"It's been an extraordinary year and our staff have been amazingly 
resilient," said Diane de Souza, Julia's House Human Resources Director. 
"Whether they were furloughed or carried on working through 
lockdown, it's been very tough twelve months for our team. They've had 
to cope with the closure of our offices, hospices and shops on top of the 
home life challengges we've all had to face, such as not being able to see 
family and friends and home-schooling. We're so proud of everyone's 
contribution and also thrilled that in turn, our staff have felt valued 
and supported by the organisation during such a challenging time and 
helped us maintain our Outstanding Best Companies ranking."

During the pandemic, Julia's House put in place extra communication 
with its staff and volunteers to keep them in touch, developed a 
dedicated well-being programme featuring a range of topics from 
training on how to adapt to working from home and avoiding zoom 
fatigue to relaxation techniques and yoga sessions. Plus the charity drew 
on its existing Employee Assistance PRogramme to provide emotional 
and practical support for staff. Diane added: "We really tried to be as 
supportive a team as possible, recognising the additional stress our staff 
and volunteers were under - many of our volunteers were vulnerable and 
shileding. We took extra care and time to check in with everyone even 
though we were apart, including our furloughed staff."

Comments from Julia's House staff reflected the charity's commitment 
to staying in touch and staff well-being. A member of the Care team 
said: "Working throughout the pandemic was challenging, especially 
in the early days but it was also rewarding in equal measure. We had to 
learn to quickly adapt to the ever changing restrictions, the changes 
to our processes and how we provide support and care to the families. 
The nursing team were and continue to be incredibly well supported 
throughout and I felt worries and fears were listened to even when 
there wasn't a solution to be found. One of the retail staff commented: 
"Although like most of the retail team, I was at home, I was still made to 
feel an important part of the Julia's House family. Communication was 

great throughout the lockdown, reassuring us, mapping out our next 
steps, expectations and phased return. Personally, I felt very supported 
by the whole Julia's House team and their continuing emails and 
newsletters."

The charity also adapted its care service overnight. Already delivering 60 
per cent of its care in the local community, overnight 100 per cent of its 
vital support for life-limited children was now in families' homes. Often 
already isolated, these seriously ill children and their families were highly 
vulnerable and fearful, so the lifeline of care Julia's House provided was 
critical to keep them safe and well at home and relieve pressure on local 
health services. The charity deployed the highest level of PPE to reassure 
families over safety, putting additional demand on nurses and carers, 
particularly in the summer heatwave. Martin Edwards, Julia's House CEO, 
concludes: "After such a gruelling year in healthcare, we were thrilled 
to feature prominently in the 100 Best Companies and Top 30 Charities 
nationally. Everyone has gone the extra mile to help the children and 
families in our care. We have seen the very best of our people during this 
extraordinary year."

Best Companies are employee engagement specialists helping 
organisations measure, improve, and recognise workplace engagement. 
The Best Companies to Work For Lists and Best Companies Accreditation 
are the standard of employee engagement and are compiled annually. 
The results are compiled from an independently conducted, anonymous 
and confidential annual survey of the Julia's House staff about their 
wellbeing, pay and benefits, personal growth, team, leadership and other 
aspects of the organisation to enable secure and honest feedback. 

Find out more about the charity and get involved at 
www.juliashouse.org

CONTINUED PAGE RIGHT >>

The Friends of Blandford Hospital are looking for enthusiastic people 
to join our volunteer teams in our Blandford and Sturminster Newton 
Charity shops. The shops are the Charity's primary source of income and 
are always bustling with activity. 

We have a lovely team of volunteers in each shop but the last 
extraordinary year has led some of the longstanding volunteers to 
decide now is the right time to retire. We are now looking to expand our 
shop "family". 

Volunteering in the shops is a fun, sociable activity. It is a great way to 
make new friends, learn new skills and of course, give something back 
to the community. We don't have challenging targets, complicated 
computers or frightening tills. We have lovely people working together 
and taking a pride in our shops' success. 

Commitment can be as little as a few hours a fortnight, or as much 
time as you would like to give. Whether you are retired, searching for 
employment, working part time or perhaps looking for something to 
keep you busy while the kids are at school, we are sure we can find a role 
to suit you. If you might be interested then do pop into one of the shops 
for a chat with one of our volunteers who are of course, our greatest 
asset! If you are tempted, please pick up an application form and we can 
arrange a taster session. 

If you have any questions or would like to chat about the opportunities 
available, then give Emma a call on 01258 451456.
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AFFORDABLE ART IN BLANDFORD...
The Friends of Blandford Hospital are absolutely delighted that their 
incredibly talented shop volunteer, Joan Capron has agreed to stage 
another of her Affordable Art Exhibitions this summer in their Blandford 
Charity Shop. Joan's charity exhibitions are always held on the basis of 
100% donation and this will be her 4th exhibition for the Friends but 
follows many previous exhibitions for other charities. 

It has been a difficult year in which to prepare for an exhibition, 
particularly so for an artist instructed to Shield. Joan found herself shut 
away from many sources of inspiration and variety of art materials. 

However, a very determined lady rose to the challenge and 
experimented by painting on anything that came to hand... including 
slate, silk, stones, canvas, textured wallpaper and even cotton sheeting! 
She used pastels, inks, acrylic paints and powder, oils, pencil and collage 
and had great fun in doing so! To add to the variety of original art, other 
charity volunteers have offered to donate some examples of their work. 

So lockdown not only affected the subject matter and style but also the 
costings. The exhibition has always been "affordable", bringing art within 
everyone's reach of course prices will remain low. However, this year 
Joan has made it even more affordable by offering, alongside framed 
original paintings, many mounted and signed prints at a fraction of the 
cost of the original. There will also be a largeg range of greeting cards 
produced by Joan. 

The exhibition will run from Friday 30th July to Saturday 7th August from 
10am - 4pm in the Hospital Charity shop in Barnack Walk. 

NEWS FROM TRADING STANDARDS
Cropping dogs' ears and docking their tails has been banned in the UK 
and most European countries for many years now. 

However, there is still a demand for cropped and docked dogs as some 
people think this defines the look of certain breeds such as Dobermans. 

In order to satisfy this demand a Dorset man set up a company called UK 
Dobermans claimed to be able to source top quality Doberman puppies 
from Romania that would be cropped, docked and then delivered to 
UK customers. He set up a professional website in which he claimed to 
be doing everything legally and offered the puppies for sale for up to 
£3000.

In order to legally import puppies from Europe into the UK they must be 
vaccinated against rabies at a minimum of 12 weeks old and then wait 
for a minimum of 21 days. 

The youngest a puppy can be bought in to the UK is therefore 15 weeks 
old. There are much stricter rules for dogs being imported from outside 
the EU, the youngest a dog can be imported is 7 months old. All these 
rules are in place to protect the UK's rabies free status. 

It was long suspected that the owner of the business, Peter Harman, was 
importing dogs frmo outside the EU but we couldn't prove this. 

In September 2019 a consignment of 8 Doberman puppies was stopped 
at the Eurotunnel with Serbian microchips. As Serbia is outside the EU 
these puppies should have been a minimum of 7 months old, but they 
appeared much younger. 

This led us to being able to execute a warrant on the Dorset business 
which revealed records proving nearly 200 dogs had been smuggled in 
with false papers. The owner of the business is now serving  28 months 
behind bars. 

If you suspect dogs are being imported illegally into the UK then please 
report it to Trading Standards by calling the Citizens Advice consumer 
helpline on 0808 223 1133.

OPEN AIR THEATRE AT THE SPRINGHEAD TRUST
We are delighted to be hosting, via Artsreach, three performances of The 
Greenhouse, a magical dance performance about the senses of plants.

Performances are on Sunday 15 August at 11:30, 1:30 and 3:30. 
Tickets cost £6 for an adult, £5 for under 18s and £20 for a family. 

All tickets are bookable via Artsreach in advance (not Springhead), and 
more details and booking information are on our website 
https://www.springheadtrust.org.uk/2021/06/the-greenhouse/

Spaces are limited so we advise early booking.

Please bring something to sit on and be prepared for the weather! You 
are also welcome to bring a picnic! 

Best Wishes, 

Kate Partridge

Coordinator - Friends of Springhead.
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NEWS FROM NICK

There are no crimes to report for May and early June. 

BANKING SCAM
 
For your awareness - an elderly vulnerable male was visited at his home 
in Sturminster Newton on the 2nd June by a female purporting to be 
from BARCLAYS bank. The female entered the address and asked to see 
his bank card and for the PIN. 

This card was used by the scammers to but goods. Your bank would 
NEVER send someone to your home to check your bank card / details or 
ask for your PIN. Never give out your bank details to callers at the door or 
on the phone - you do not know who they are! 
 
Please be on your guard and report suspicious activity to the Police.  
 
ROGUE TRADERS 
 
Since the gradual release of COVID restrictions ROGUE TRADERS are back 
out and about offering their services to tarmac your driveway, cut down 
trees - due to honey fungus etc, offer general gardening work, building 
maintenance and power washing drives to name a few. They will ask for 
payment in cash after completing substandard work for an extortionate 
amount of money and have been known to take the victim, who is often 
elderly, to the bank to obtain payment. If your property or garden needs 
maintenance visit www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk or call 0345 404 05 06 
or ask family or friends who they would recommend. 

DO NOT BUY FROM DOORSTEP TRADERS!

Monthly Surgery

Hopefully we shall be resuming our monthly engagement at The Hub 
soon. The new surgery dates will be advertised via social media, Dorset 
Alert and locally at The Hub. 
https://www.facebook.com/NorthDorsetPolice

PLEASE BE VIGILANT AND REPORT ANY SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY

Report suspicious activity either to 101 or via the police website 
https://www.dorset.police.uk/do-it-online#report

If you need to report a crime the web address is above or you can phone 
101. If a crime is occurring or a life is in danger phone 999. 
Mandy ROBINSON PCSO 5352 
Sturminster Newton Town and Rural Policing Team 

Email: northdorsetruralnpt@dorset.pnn.police.uk - this is not monitored 
24/7 do not use this for crime reporting

NEWS FROM MARNHULL ENTERTAINS
The Marnhull Entertains Committee are looking forward to resuming our 
popular Moviola Evenings in September, Covid regulations permitting. 

Please look out for posters around the village nearer the time. 

We can't wait to bring you some great new films in our beautiful new 
Village Hall and also some live entertainment in the future. 

We look forward to seeing you all again. 

MARNHULL SOUL

Saturday August 21st is the date for your diary if you want to shrug off 
those lockdown blues and dust off your dancing shoes to some Northern 
Soul and Motown Magic. 

Bill Shannon's MARNHULL SOUL Revue will be coming to Marnhull's 
British Legion on that night in a fund-raising effort to help get the venue 
back on its feet again. 

As Bill explains 'The Legion, like most venues, has suffered terribly over 
the past year and they have kindly donated the place to us for free that 
night. All proceeds will be going to the venue to help secure its future.
 
The evening will run from 8-12 with pizza and a full bar and, most 
importantly, a beautiful dance floor to boogaloo your bags away! 

Tickets at just £3 (£4 on the night) available from Robin Hill Stores, the 
Spa Shop and the Legion itself. 

Bill is a stalwart of the Soul scene, having caught the bug when growing 
up in Manchester in the sixties. He was a regular at the city's 'Twisted 
Wheel' Club, considered to be the 'cradle' of Northern Soul, and then 
later at the now legendary Wigan Casino All-Nighters. 

He's since gone on to be a music entrepeneur, running his own 
Distribution business, Record label, Online Sales platform called simply 
'Tunes' as well as DJ-ing at Weekenders, and Soul events up and down 
the country. 

He also hosted his own radio shows during the nineties and noughties. 
Bill will be playing music exclusively on good old vinyl, mainly 45s. He 
continues: 'The music is so joyous and uplifiting, its impossible not to feel  
exhilarated when you hear it. 

We want the good people of Marnhull to come out and have a great 
time. There's no need for anyone to feel inhibited. 

If you've never been to a Soul night before I guarantee you'll recognise 
many of the tunes and probably love the ones you don't!'
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What would you do if you won £150? 
 

For just £10.00 per ticket, you could win a top prize of £150.00, a second prize of £100, or one 
of three £50 prizes. By buying a ticket you will also be helping support the refurbishment of 
the Village Hall. Buy your ticket before 27 June and be entered into the next draw on 
Wednesday 30 June. 

The cost of one ticket is £10, which will entitle the owner to be 
entered for four quarterly draws. To simplify the payments, we 
have introduced the option of bank transfer, as well as cheque or 
cash. You can join the Club at any time of the year. You will then 
be entered for the next Quarterly Draw. Please complete the 
Application Form below and send either in the post or via email 
with your payment method to the Treasurer – details at the 
bottom of the form.  

Marnhull Village Hall Supporters Club APPLICATION FORM 
I /We wish to become member(s) of the Supporters Club and purchase …………. tickets  
at £10.00 each per annum to be entered into the prize draws. 
 

NAME …………………………………………………………………………………………………….… PHONE No ………………………………………… 

 

ADDRESS ………………………………………………………………………………….………………  POST CODE ………………………………………. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… EMAIL …………………………………………………………………..   

PAYMENT METHOD 
(1) BACS payment to: Marnhull Village Hall, Sort Code 30-90-92, Account No 00622645 
Please use  SUPPORTERS CLUB as the Payees reference 
(2) By Cheque payable to MARNHULL VILLAGE HALL 
(3) By Cash 
 

Signature ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… Date …………/ …..……../ 2021 

    
   Please return your application form to: Rob Norton, Treasurer, Marnhull Village Hall,  
   The Retreat, New Street, Marnhull, DT10 1QA. If you are paying online you can scan or   
   photograph your application form and Email to: treasurer@marnhullvillagehall.org.uk 



29www.marnhullmessenger.org.uk   |   Issue 116  |   July 2021

MARNHULL 
MESSENGER

 
Burton Street, Marnhull 

 
Charming, peaceful, tucked away B&B in the 
centre of the village. Clock House offers four 
ground floor, ensuite bedrooms with terrace 

and garden access and a guest living room with 
woodburning stove. Dog friendly. 

Discounted rate for Marnhull villagers 
booking direct. 

 
 
  Telephone: 01258 820645 

info@clockhouse-marnhull.com 
   www.clockhouse-marnhull.com 

SERVICESEC
 • PAINTING & DECORATING  • WALL & FLOOR TILING

• PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

For further information and a FREE Quote 
Call 07966932869

Popes Farm, Marnhull, DT10 1NU

 

HAVE YOU MOVED HERE SINCE OCTOBER 2019?    

If so, we need to hear from you? 
For a number of years Marnhull Village Care has welcomed new people to the 
village by holding a Social Evening in October. Sadly, as we are all aware this 
year is a bit different however there will be a time when we can again hold 
social events and with that in mind, we would like you to contact us with the 
following information. 

Names of all those in your household 

Address 

Contact telephone number. 

Email address 

So, we can compile an invitation list to this most prestigious event. Please send 
details or contact our Secretary as follows: 

Secretary:  Hilary Parker 01258 821667. 

Email:<hilaryjparker85a@gmail.com> 

 

 

Trevor Vaughan  

Chairman 
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https://back2market.com/
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funeralcare.co.uk

 
 24 hour servicePre-paid funeral plans Free bereavement centre

GILLINGHAM    01747 824738
2 High Street, SP8 4QT

SHAFTESBURY   01747 824738
Greenacre House, Salisbury Road, SP7 8BS 

https://www.funeralcare.co.uk/
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Management of Property lets both short and long term

Holiday Letts

Keyholder service

Property security

Regular and one-off cleaning service

Property maintenance

For further information call Duncan on 

Main line: 01258 820870 mobile: 07966 016686 

or email revsolpropertymanagement@outlook.com

Revsol Property Management Ltd. 
offer a complete service covering :

http://www.camelotbuilders.co.uk/
http://www.robinhillstores.com/
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ACROSS 1.Lumber 4. Sears 6. Boa 7. Cladding 8. Nine 11. Suomi 13. Bach 15. Holm Oak 
16. Ottoman 17. Cyst 19. Cyber 21. Kite 24. Bachelor 25. Ure 26. Metro 27. Mantis

DOWN 1. Lagan 2. Bell's palsy 3. Rodeo 4. Sci fi 5. Angola 6. Bonn 9. Ivory 10. Emmet
12. Matterhorn 13. Brock 14. Coast 18. Sobret 19. Cacao 20. Bream 22. Indus 23. Epee

Hard Medium

CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS

BADMINTON FOR BEGINNERS

Monday club social night: 8–10pm (except bank holidays)
£25 Joining Fee
Adults £4.50
Family £7.00 (up to 2 adults & 2 children)
Juniors £3.00

ALL COACHING FREE (Badminton England Coach)
Loads of fun for children and familes

BADMINTON CLUB NIGHT

Tuesday club night: 7.00–10.00pm
First night free to new members

ALL COACHING FREE (Badminton England Coach)
Intermediate level players always welcome

BADMINTON SENIOR NIGHT

Thursday senior league night: 8.15-10.15pm
The club is interested in players who wish to play at a league level.

The club participates in the salisbury district league – div2 mens and div2 
mixed and div3 mixed

Contact: Robert Tulk - 01258 820728

 
Meet at Riversmeet on Mondays, Tuesdays & Thursdays

MARNHULL TENNIS CLUB
TENNIS IS BACK 

for everyone. ALL levels, ALL ages 
Includes 'Covid managed' sessions for Beginners, Teenagers & Juniors. 

Affordable, flexible, membership fees or 'Pay and Play'

Details on our website:

marnhulltennisclub.net
or phone John Seear on

01258 269743

MARNHULL  CRAFT CLUB
Meets at 10:00am on the first Thursday of every month (except 

August) in

The Methodist Church Hall

Relax, meet new and old friends for coffee and chat. Use your skills 
and learn something new, in a friendly and relaxed atmosphere.

Sadly, we cannot meet at present. Watch out for news of our 
return!

More information from Mary Palmer, 01258 820232

FRENCH & SPANISH 
CONVERSATION

Want to get those little grey cells working? Then come along to 
French or

 Spanish conversation! This can complement your work with 
Duolingo or refresh  your memories of your O level days. For more 

information contact 

Ros Eveleigh on 821049.

MARNHULL BRIDGE CLUB
Marnhull Bridge Club meets in the Methodist Hall every Tuesday 

at 2 pm to play Chicago. 

New Players always welcome.

MARNHULL GARDEN CLUB
The Garden Club meets at 7.30pm on the 2nd Tuesday of the 

most months, in Marnhull Village Hall.  
Come and join us for refreshments and a chat. We usually have a 

guest speaker and learn some new gardening tips. 

For further details contact Dave Bruce (Chair) on 

Bruce11@sky.com

New Messenger Deadline: 14th JULY
E-mail all texts, announcements and other requests to: editor@marnhullmessenger.org.uk
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1) Partly prepared timber. (6)

4) Tower in Chicago that was the tallest building in the world from 

1974 to 1999.(5)

6) Large snake that kills by constriction.  (3)

7) Covering or coating on a structure.(8)

8) Number of sides on a nonagon.(4)

11) Name that means Finland in Finnish. (5)

13) German born composer of the Brandenburg Concertos. (4)

15) Large evergreen tree introduced to Britain from the 

Mediterranean region. (4-3)

16) Empire that stretched from the 14th Century to the 20th Century 

with its capital at Constantinople. (7) 

17) Abmornal sac in the body containing fluid. (4)

19) Relating to information technology.  (5)

21) Long winged bird of prey with a forked tail. (4)

24) Person who holds a first degree from any university. (8)

25) Midge, front man of Ultravox and co-organiser of Live Aid in 

1985. (3) 

26) The Paris underground railway. (5)

27) A slender predatory insect with a triangular head that waits 

motionless for its prey. (6)

ACROSS

DOWN

1) River of Belfast.(5)

2) Paralysis of the facial nerve causing muscular weakness on one 

side of the face.  (5-5)

3) Contest for cowboys to show their skill at riding and roping. (5)

4) Fiction based on an imagined future (abbreviation).  (3-2)

5) West African country with its captial at Luanda. (6)

6) Captial of West Germany before the re-unification of Germany. 

(4) 

9) and 14D) West African country with its captial at Abidjan. (5)

10) Dialect name for an ant. (5)

12) Mountain straddling the border between Italy and 

Switzerland. (10)

13) Name for a badger. (5)

14) See 9D). (5).

18) Water ice sweetenend with sugar and fruit flavouring. (6)

20) Deep bodied fresh water fish. (5)

22) River that rises in Tibet and reaches the Arabian Sea near 

Karachi. (5)

23) Duelling sword used in fencing. (4)

All PUZZLE ANSWERS ON 
PAGE 32

MARNHULL WOMEN'S 
INSTUTE

Meets on the 2nd Monday in the month (except 

Aug)

At 7.30pm in the Village Hall 

We look forward to seeing new and old members 

when lockdown permits 

President: Nicola Denham - 01258 821343

MARNHULL TABLE TENNIS

Monday & Wednesday afternoons

Now playing within Covid restrictions

Come and try us!!

Contact: Boyd Sofield - 01258 820964 or 

John Dowsett - john.dowsett@virgin.net
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Quotations are FREE

Contact Andy 
07507 779000

We cater for 4 to 16 
persons, mini bus or cars
Covering all areas.

Edwards Taxis
0777 2231913

https://www.maclachlansolicitors.co.uk/
https://friarsmoorvets.co.uk/


http://www.harts.kitchen/

